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been an accident to any of those vehicles
which were uninsured, the trust could
have been up for 2 considerable sum.

At the moment the trust is up for two
accidents to caravans; and in each case
the amount involved runs into five Agures.
Members can see the difference between
agricultural implements, where very little
risk is involved, and the type of caravan
which Mr. Willesee wants included. I do
not think the onus of deciding this ques-
tion should be placed on the Minister, and
I oppose the amendment.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I was
conscious of the factors mentioned by the
Minister when I moved the amendment.
I do not think the fact that some vehicles
were caught without licenses between here
and Pearce is relevant,

If the Minister thought the provision
was too cumhbersome to deal with in the
metropolitan area, he could limit the move-
ment of vehicles to one application. There
1s always the danger of accidents with
any vehicle, whether it is licensed or not.
The outstanding argument in support of
that is when we witness a police escort
accompanying, through the streets of the
metropolitan area, those large vehicles
that are used for the transport of goods
interstate, I leave the amendment with
the Committee to consider it on its merits.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3 to 6 and Title pui and passed.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned al 10.3 pm.
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BILLS (4)—ASSENT

Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication

2. State Electricity Commission Act

Amendment.

3. Parliament House Site Permanent

Reserve (A41162) Act Amendment.

4. Justices Act Amendent.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
LAND RESUMPTIONS

Number in Mt. Yokine-Wanneroo District,

1.

Names, ete

Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Works:

{1) How many landowners in the Mt.

Yokine-Wanneroo distriet who had
their land resumed for the State
Housing Commission by the Mc-
Larty-Watts Government have not
vet been paid for their land?

(2) What are the names of the per-

sons and what are the areas of the
lands not yet paid for?

(3) Has any resumed land in the Mt.

Yokine-Wanneroo district been re-
turned to the previous owners in
the last three years? If any, what
were the names of the persons to
whom the lands were returned,
and the amount of land invoelved
in each case?

(4) How much per acre of land did the

Government receive for the land
in the vicinity of the Mt. Yokine
reservoir sold to the television
company ?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The number is 128, of whom only

five, however, have submitted
claims for compensation.

(2) The names of the five claimants

mentioned in the answer to
No. (1) and the areas of their
respective lands are:—
Estates Development Co. (870
acres 2 roods 14 perches)
Herbert Medbury (b acres 0
roods 19 perches)
Estate of Maud Miriam Med-
bury, deceased (17 acres 1 rood
10 perches)
William Grundt (60 acres 3
roods 15 perches)

Mount Yokine Estates Limited
(95 acres 3 roods 19 perches).
The names of the remainder who
have not submitted claims, and the
areas, can be supplied if required.

(3) Of the land resumed hy the State

Housing Commission in the Mt.
Yokine-Wanneroo area in 1950,
approximately 130 blocks were
made available to previous owners
for their own or their dependants’
individual use after the land had
been re-subdivided.
The list will take time to compile;
and if the honourable member in-
dicates his inststence that the in-
formation he made available, it
will be supplied.

(4) Approximately £2,050 per acre,

RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK
Repairs to Defective Parts

2. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Rallways:

If and when articles such as
brakeshaft brackets, springs, ete.,
supplied to the Railway Depart-
ment under contract are found to
be defective, and the defects are
remedied in the Railway Work-
shops, who meets the cost in-
volved?

Mr. COURT replied:
The conditions of contract under
which articles are supplied deter-
mines where responsibility lies for
correction of any defects detected.
For example, W.A.G.R. quota-
tion form for springs purchased
under W.A.G.R. quotation No. 1399
reads—
Any stores supplied of inferjor
quality or being in any respect
contrary to the quotation will
be rejected and removal of
such stores shall be met by
the tenderer at his own risk
and expense immediately upon
receiving notice of rejection
from the Comptroller of
Stores (W.A.GR. Midland
Junction).
If rectification took place at the
Railway Workshops within the
terms of the contract, it would be
at the expense of the supplier,

PURCHASE OF WIRE NETTING

Availability of Funds to Primary
Producers

3. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Lands:

(1) Are funds still available for ad-
vances, on a long-term basis, to
primary producers for the purpose
of obiaining wire and wire nett-
ing?

(2) If so—

(a) What is the maximum
amount gvailable to each
borrower?
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Mr.

(1)
(2)

Mr,
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(b) Is the money available to
primary producers
generally, or is it confined
to those in certain specified
districts?

BOVELL replied:

Yes, for material only;
wire and rabbit netting.
(a) Sufficient to complete the
enclosure of the cleared area,
preferably boundary fencing.
Enclosure of bush country
which could act as a harbour
for rabbhits is not desirable.
It is confined to the whole of
the South-West Land Division
and the Carnarvon delta and
is available to farmers un-
able to finance supplies from
any other source.

that is,

(b)

ALBANY HARBOUR
Availability of Dredge
HALL asked the Minister for

Works:

1)

2)

&}

1)

2)
3)

Has finance been made available
this financial year for the return
of the dredge to Albany, to clean
up rock from the harbour bed
adjacent to No, 1 berth?

If so, can he give an approximate
date for the return of the dredge?

Is he aware that at times ships are
forced to make emergent trimming
of cargoes, so as to get the maxi-
mum cargo tonnages?

. WILD replied:

Finance will be made available to
complete drilling and blasting.
Availability of dredege is not clear
at present.

Answered by No. (1).

No; but the need to trim cargoes
on occasions would be common to
most, ports.

SOUTH-WEST HIGHWAY

Walpole-Shannon River Section

5 Mr.

HALL asked the Minister for

Works:

(1)

(2)

Mr.

(1)

(2)

Have plans and surveys been car-
ried out for the road hetween Wal-
pole and Shannon River?

If 50, can he advise when work
will commence on that section of
the South-West Highway?

WILD replied:

Not completely, but planning 1is
well in hand.

Some construction work will com-
mence af the end of Novemher
this year.

6.

8.

Mr.

PENSIONERS
Homes at Collie
MAY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Housing:

o]

¢:))

(&)

L

2}

Mr.

(1}

(2)

199
&)

Is he aware that more pensioners’
homes are needed in Collie, similar
to the four already built and occu-
pied?

Has provision been made in this
fingneial year’s estimates for addi-
ticnal pensioners’ homes in Collie?
If so, how many, and when is it
proposed to commence bullding?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No. The commission has no ap-
plications from pensioner couples
on hand.

and (3) Consideration would be
given to the provision of further
flats should applications warrant
it.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Unemployed Tradesmen

TONKIN asked the Fremier:
What was the increase in the
number of unemployed huilding
tradesmen for the month of July
as compared with the month of
June?

What are the figures for August?

. BRAND replied:

Seven.

These figures are not yet avall-
able.

CATTLE SHIPMENT

Competition of San Miguel with Statle

Mr.

(1)

(2}

3

(4)

(8)

Shipping Service

FLETCHER asked the Minister
for the North-West:

Is it a fact that 1,077 cattle were
shipped from North-West portis
and arrived at Robb Jetty on the
1st September?

Were these cattle, contrary to
established practice, carried by a
shipping line other than State or
Blue Funnel ships?

Since the Press states that two
similar trips are contempiated by
the ship San Miguel, does he
condone this loss of trade to State
ships?

Does he know that the ship is of
Panamanian register and flies a
flag of convenience; is not subject
to Lloyd’s supervision, and em-
ploys cheap labour?

If so, has not this shipping line
an unfair advantage over our
State ships as a consequence?
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Was any attempt made to obtain
this trade for State ships?

In an attempt to keep State ship-
ping at maximum trading capa-
city, will he assure this House that
San Miguel will not be permitted
to continue in such unfair intra-
state trade in competition with
State ships?

. COURT replied:

The shipment was landed at Robb
Jetty on the 31st August.

They were landed ex the ship
San Miguel.

There is no loss of trade to the
State Shipping Service. The
State Shipping Service could not
offer space for any of these cattle
before November, and that is tco
late for shipments ex Derby.

It is known that the ship is of
Panamanian register.

They are not in competition with
the State Shipping Service, in
respect of these cattle movements,
for reasons given in No. (3).
Answered by No. (3).

Answered by No. (3) and No. (4).
It must also he appreciated that
the absence of the San Miguel
shipments would disadvantage
Western Australian employment
in the butchering trades to the
advaniage of other States.

This question was postponed.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
BETTING ROYAL COMMISSION
Discussions by Premier with Witnesses

Mr.

1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

HAWKE asked the Premier:

Did Messrs. G. A, Berry and N. J.
Peat, or either of them have dis-
cussions with him at Parliament
House along the lines of the evi-
dence given by them before the
current Royal Cominission on
betting?

If so, did Messrs. Berry and Peat
confess to the carrying out of the
illegal activities which they have
admitted before the commission?
On what date did these discussions
take place?

Should the answer to No. (2) be
“¥es,” did he at any time prior
to the 31st March this year report
the confessions of illegal activities

(a)} The Commissioner of
Police?

() The then Minister for
Police?

(¢) The then Minister for Jus-
tice?

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
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BRAND replied:

The Leader of the Opposition gave
me ample notice of this question
and I referred it to the Crown Law
Department, I have recelved
advice that the matter of evidence
referred to is the subject of a
Royal Commission which is still
sitting. Therefore I treat the evi-
dence as at present being sub
judice to save any embarrassment
to the Royal Commission.

. HAWKE asked the Premier:

Did Messrs. G. A. Berry and N. J.
Feat, or either one of them, have
any interviews with the present
Premier prior to the 31st March
this year at Parliament House?

. BRAND replied:

I must act upon the advice of the
Crown Law Department and treat
this matter as sub judice.

. HAWKE asked the Premier:

As it 1s obvious that these discus-
sions did take place, and that the
Premier was in possession of in-
formation covering the illegal
activities of these persons, and did
not make any report of any kind
to the Commissioner of Police, the
then Minister for Police, or the
then Minister for Justice, I ask
him whether he intends immedi-
ately or in the near future to
resign his position in the Minis-
try?

BRAND replied:

Decidedly not.

ANDREW asked the Attorney-

General:

Mr.

When he introduced the Aet to
amend the Royal Commissioners
Powers Act, 1902-1956, did he
know that G. A. Berry and N. J.
Peat, two witnesses at the Betting
Royal Commission, had inter-
viewed Premier Brand?

WATTS replied:

No, although I was aware that
some representations had been
made,

. Hawke: It looks as if the Liberals,

and particularly the Premier
and the Minister for Works, put
it across Parliament.

PENSIONERS
Homes at Collie
MAY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Housing:

Is he aware that the information
he gave in answer to a question I
asked this afternoon regarding
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pensioners’ homes at Collie is un-
true? Because, in regard to ques-
tion No. (2) he sald that no
further applications had heen re-
ceived. The names of two people
who applied come readily to my
mind, and these people were con-
sidered when the four houses were
aliotted. The two peopnle are
supposed £o be next on the list and
their names are Mrs. Etherington
and Mrs Martin. I fail to see how
the Minister can say that no
applications have been received.

Mr. RCSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The answer is “No.”

BETTING ROYAL COMMISSION
Implications of Premier's Comment
6. Mr. ANDREW asked the Premier:
In answer to a question asked by
the memher for West Perth, re the
cost of the Betting Royal Commis-
sion, the Premier concluded his
answer with these words: “We are
getting good value for our money.”
(1) Did he mean from the point
of view of the Liberal Party?
(2) Did he have this benefit in
mind when he was com-
pounding with self-con-
fessed perjurors?
(3) Is not this an indictable
offence?

BRAND replied:
I will not answer that question,
Mr. Speaker,

Hawke: Perhaps you should ask
Berry and Peat!

MARBLE BAR POST OFFICE

Reconstruction or Replacement
Mr. COURT: Last week I promised to
get some more information for the member
~for Pilbara regarding the Marble Bar post
office. The latest information from the
Postmaster-General is that it is not poss-
ible yet to anticipate when reconstruction
or replacement can be commenced; but all
attention is being directed towards the
establishment of reliable telephone and
other services, and inquiries are still pro-
ceeding into the cause of the destruction.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT EBILL
Returned

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILLS (4)—THIRD READING
1. Railways Classification Board Act
Amendment.,
2, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
3. Health Act Amendment.
4. Land Agents Act Amendment,
Transmitted to the Council.

Mr,

Mr.

(ASSEMBLY.)

MAIN ROADS ACT (FUNDS
APPROPRIATION) ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Secomd Reading
Debate resumed from the 3rd September,

MR. TONKIN (Melville) {4.531: Thisis
merely a continuance measure. It is very
necessary in connection with Main Roads
finances. The Bill has been re-enacted at
each period of five years; and it is essential
that the same thing be done on this occas-
ion, as the existing provision expires in
1959. We offer no opbosition to the pass-
ing of the measure. I support the Bill,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a secaond time.

In Commititee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) ACT AND TRAFFIC
ACT AMENDMENTS BILL

Second Reading

MR. PERKINS (R oe—Minister for
Transport) [4.57] in moving the second
reading said: This is an extremely simple
Bill designed to correct an anomaly. It
has already been passed by the Legislative
Council, and T do not expect it to cause
any controversy whatever.
At the moment it is possible and feasible
for a person to be charged and convicted
under the Motor Vehicle (Third Party
Insurance) Act, and then to be charged
for exactly the same offence under the
Traffic Act. If he were found guilty under
the first Act, he could be filned up to &
maximum of £100 for the first offence;
and if he were convicted under the Traffic
Act he could be fined up to a maximum of
£25 for the first offence, even though, in
effect, it was the same offence. The pro-
posal in this Bill is that he shall be
charged under only one Act, provided the
offences under the two Acts concerned
were committed simultaneously.
The proposal is that we will amend the
Motor Vehiele (Third Party Insurance)
Act by adding the following paragraphs:—
After the coming into operation of
the Motor Vehicle (Third Party In-
surance) Act and Traffic Act Amend-
ments Act of 1959, a person shall not
be convicted or punished for an offence
under paragraph (a) of this subsection
if—
he has already been convicted or
acquitted of an offence under
Section 5 of the Traffic Act

and
both those offences had been com-
mitted simultaneously.
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Exactly the same provision is being placed
in the Traffic Act. I think it will be
perfectly clear to members that the effect
of the legislation is exactly as I have
stated; and we are anxious to tidy up the
law to make sure that a person shall not
be charged with the same offence under
two separate Acts.

If there is any uncertainty about the
position, I would like members to note
that the discussion that took place in
another place was entirely formal, and 1
think they will agree that this is purely
a formal measure.

On motion by Mr. Brady, debate ad-
Journed.

STATE HOTELS (DISPOSAL)
BILL

Second Reading

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe—
Chief Seecretary) (5.11 in moving the
second reading said: The passage of this
Bill will enahkle the Government to facili-
tate the disposal of State hotels to private
enterprise. The hotels involved are at
Bolgart, Bruce Rock, Corrigin, Dwellingup,
Gwalia, and Kwolyin.

Mr. Nulsen:; Cave House does not come
into it?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: No. The
hotels I have named are not named in
order of importance, but merely in alpha-
betical order, and as indicated in the
schedule to the Bill.

The decision to dispose of these trading
concerns is in accordance with Govern-
ment policy—expressed Government policy
—and arises from the mandate that has
been given to the Government by virtue
of its success at the last general election.
It is strongly felt that there are many
fields into which the State should not
intrude as a protected or unprotected com-
petitor against private enterprise. In par-
ticular, it is felt that the hotel business
is one that falls into this category, and is
a business into which the State should
not intrude.

Mr. Jamieson: It is too lucrative!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: We do not
helieve the State should intrude into these
ventures. I would go so far as to say
that there are a number of members on
the other side of the House who also feel
the same way. On this side of the House
we feel that State business ventures of
this nature should be placed in the hands
of private enterprise, It is not the business
of a State Government to indulge in this
kind of venture. We believe that, in these
fields, private enterprise can give a far
better measure of service to the people.

Mr. W. Hegney: Say that about the
railways.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: We feel that
private enterprise can give a much more
efficient service than has been given

[61]
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hitherto. When I say that these businesses
have not been run efficiently in the past, I
would like it to be known that I do not
reflect any discredit on the direct manage-
ment of the State hotels. I would say that
the trouble lies—as of course it would lie—
with Governments themselves; with the
form of Government control which they
must perforce operate.

Mr. Lawrence: Are they still running at
a loss?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: For one rea-
son or another, Government control of
business ventures is inept.

Mr. W, Hepney: Would you say that
about the State Government Insurance
Office?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: When State
ventures fail to give service to the people,
they should be carried on by private enter-
prise. That, at least, is the opinion of
members on this side of the House. State
hotels, owing to a lack of Government
foresight and of business know-how, have
beeln allowed to become run down in con-
dition.

Mr. Jamieson: All of them?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
majority of them,

Mr. Lawrence: You are speaking against
your own Government.

Mr. Rowberry: The Government is re-
sponsible for them, so why are some good
and some bad?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: There seems
to be some doubt as to whether these hotels
have been allowed to become run down in
condition, as I have just stated. If mem-
bers disbelieve me, they only have to look
at the hotels. Those which are not run
down too badly are the hotels which were
built in more recent times. The Wongan
Hills Hotel, the sale of which was approved
by the former Government, was not run
down in condition as much as the other
State hotels—the six I have mentioned—
because it was built at a later date.

I reiterate that because Governments did
not see fit to manage these places properly;
and because they did not know how to
operate such business ventures, they have
been allowed to deteriorate in econdition.

Mr, Kelly: Would you say the Bruce
Rock Hotel was run down?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: A lot of
money needs to be spent on it to bring it
up to modern-day standards; and that
criticism applies to them all.

Mr. Lawrence: What about privately-
owned hotels?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am not ex-
cusing any Government from its respon-
sibilities in this regard. It is my belief that
a Government is not able or qualified to
operate these ventures.

The great
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Mr., Moir: How does the State hotel at
Gwalia compare with the private hotels at
Leonora?

Mr. W. Hegney: Hasn't your Govern-
ment enough nous to run a hotel?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: In the past,
these hotels have been starved for finance,
and they have not been able to be properly
managed. These facts were apparently
realised by the Hawke Government. This
is evidenced in connection with the arrang-
ing of the sale of the Wongan Hills Hotel;
and this sale was finally effected several
months ago.

Mr. Hawke: To whom?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: To the com-
munity of Wongan Hills.

Mr. Hawke: You were going to leave
that out.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
desire to leave that out.

Mr. Hawke: You were going to.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Leader
of the Opposition can be assured that I
was not leaving it cut on purpose. I am
not so naive as to imagine that in a Bill
of this nature, the Opposition would allow
me to get away with that! The Opposition
is treating me as a greater simpleton than
I really appear to be, I suppose. I can just
imagine what sort of amendments the
Leader of the Opposition is going to bring
down. He is going to say, “We will agree
to this measure if and provided these
hotels are to he passed over to the com-
munities of the districts concerned.”

I bhelieve that besides the former Gov-
ernment arranging for the sale of the
Wongan Hills Hotel to the community,
some consideration was given to the leasing
of Cave House to private enterprise. It
would appear, at this stage, because of what
has happened in the past, and because of
the former Government’s views in regard
to State hotels—it believed it could get rid
of them—this Bill should receive an easy
passage. ‘The former Government had
?\glt'.g‘lasd in principle to the sale of these

0

Mr. Hawke: Do you remember an inter-
jection which I made a year or two ago

I had no
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which came out in a different form in
Hansard?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the Leader
of the Opposition will go into more detail
I might remember it- In reading the re-
cords I find that the first hotel, at. Gwalia,
was established in 1902-03; and, incident-
ally, Cave House was begun in that year.
Dwellingup followed in 1811-12; then
Kwolyin and Bruce Rock in 1912; and
Bolgart and Corrigin in the succeeding
year,

By stretching tolerance to a degree, there
may have been, in those horse-and-buggy
days, some need for the State to start in
the hotel business in those areas. There
is now absolutely no need for the State
to continue in this business. The time
is overpast for these hotels to be released
from the strait jacket of State control.

Mr., W. Hegney: You did not say that
Gwalla was built in 1902 in the first place?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes.

Mr. W. Hegney: It was not established
by a Labour Government in 1902.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I made no
claim as to what Government started it
in 1902, and I do not want to make an
issue of it,

Mr. W. Hegney: It was not a State hotel
in 1902,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It was built
in that period.

Mr. W. Hegney: It was not a State hotel
then.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not want
to make an issue of it.

The SPEAKER: The Minister must ad-
gress the Chair and disregard interjec-
ions

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: An interest-
ing fact is that Western Australia is the
only State which is actually operating
hotels at the present time as business ven-
tures, The trading figures of the six hatels
for the past three years are also very
interesting. Whilst I am not prepared, at
this stage, to divulge all the information
in regard to trading flgures, I think I can
give some which will reveal to the house
the individual trading surplus or deficiency
over a period of the last three years. They
are as follows:—

Trading Result, Trading Result, Trading Result,
1956-57 1957-58 1958-59
Surplus | Deficiency | Surpies | Deficiency | Surplus | Deficiency
]
£ £ £ £ £ £
Bolgart ... 150 798 1,456
Bruce Rock 2,354 . 3,371 3,860
Corrigin 4,040 4,843 3,758
Duwellingup 4,031 6,212 5,525
Gwalin 3,922 4,823 4,161
Kwolyin ... 1,904 1,298 2,768
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Mr. Toms: Are the last three a defi-
ciency or a surplus?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Kwolyin has
had a deficiency for the last three years.
These flzures are actually not profit figures
and are regarded as being a trading surplus
or deficiency. They do not include, firstly,
head office charges; secondly, depreciation;
or, thirdly, interest on capital. I submit
that the figures speak for themselves and
invite the remedial measures incorporated
in the Bill.

Furthermore, I point out that all of these
hotels, to a greater or lesser extent, have
been allowed to become run down, and in
most cases substantial sumns are needed to
bring them up to a pitch whereby they
would meet modern-day requirements.
They need a great number of improve-
ments to bring them up to present-day
standards.

Mr. Bickerton: Will the trade of those
hotels go to the individuals who bring
them up to scratch?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes.

Mr. Bickerton: Why does it not warrant
the Government doing it?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: There are
none so deaf as those who will not hear.
I have tried to point out to the House
that Governments are notoriously inept
at controlling public interests because they
have not the know-how. I would say it is
imperative that these hotels be sold for
the highest possible figure and that they
be no longer run hy the State,

The Bill is a very clear document and
one which reads very easily. It is not
difficult to understand and there is no
need for any great reference to other
legislation. It may be read with almost
perfect understanding at a first reading;
and the detlails, in all their clarity, may
be noted frem it,

Points of particular interest relate firstly
to conferring on the Governor the right
to sell or lease the State hotels: secondly,
reserves of land; thirdly, licenses; and
fourthly, money from the sale of these
hotels which is to be placed in a tourist
fund. It will be noted, if members refer
to the Bill, that clause 2 cancels the
reserves and frees the land comprised in
the reserves from any trust, condition,
limitation, or other restriction imposed for
the purpose for which the reserves were
made.

The following clause actually confers
upon the Governor the necessary power
to sell or lease the hotels, as well as to
deem each hotel to be, and to have been,
lawfully carried on as a State hotel for
the purposes of the Licensing Act and as
part of a trading concern under the State
Trading Concerns Act. In further brief
explanation of this point, I might stress
that none of the State hotels has a license
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conferved on it by the Licensing Court,
but they operate without it. This Bill,
therefore, will facilitate the disposal of
these hotels to private enierprise.

Mr, Bickerton: By public tender or
auction?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
Mr. Bickerton: How?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: By advertis-
ing and calling tenders. Another portion
of the Bill amplifies that power, which I
have just described—that of conferring on
the Governor power to sell or lease the
hotels—as follows:—

(a) to sell or lease a hotel as a going
concern or otherwise;

to convey to a purchaser an estate
in fee simple in the whole or part
of the land that comprises a hotel
reserve;

(¢) to protect the rights of the Crown
against a lessee;

to sell or lease any Crown lands
or property which form part of,
or are used in connection with,
a hotel at the time of the sale
or lease of the hotel. This power
will enable the Crown to deal with
any portion of the area set aside
for the hotel and not necessarily
the whole of it. It also permits
the sale or leasing of Bruce Rock
Lot 6, which is the only freehold
title at present existing in respect
of any of the State hotels. All
the other land in the Schedule
to the Bill is reserved.

The follawing provision is incorporated
in the Bill in order to avoid any admini-
strative difficulties and complications that
might arise in connection with the transfer,
ete., of a license if it is merely deemed to
be, though not in fact, issued. Provision
has been made in this subglause for the
Licensing Court to issue one, if required,
in writing by the Minister to a nominee
of the Minister, the object being that when
a hotel is to be sold or leased as a going
concern, the Minister can, up to six
months before the execution of the sale
or lease, obtain for his nominee a license
which would be transferable under the
Licensing Act to the nominee of the pur-
chaser or lessee. On the other hand, if
the nominee of the Minister is also the
nominee of the purchaser or lessee, the
license will hold good without the necessity
for any such transfer.

Still other minor provisions are incor-
porated in this Bill in order to ensure that
the Minister’s nominee is a person wha is
not disqualified, by being an improper per-
son, from holding a license: and that no
premium is payable by reason of the pro-
vistons of section 47 of the Licensing Act,
for any license granted, or for the granting
of any license, under this section.

Yes,

(b}

@)
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Clause 4, subclause (4) seeks to bring
into operation the provisions of the Licens-
ing Act in all respects, as though the
licensee and the hotel came completely
under the jurisdiction of the Licensing
Court. This is another facilitating provi-
sion.

Subelause (5) gives the licensee or his
successor a further 12 months, or such
longer time as the court may allow, to
comply with requirements of the Licensing
Act in regard to the construction, fittings,
or accommodation of the licensed prem-
ises; and during that period the court will
not refuse an application for renewal
solely on the ground that those require-
ments had not been complied with.

Mr, W. Hegney: Has any provision been
made for the protection of the employees?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: There is
nothing in regard to that incorporated in
the Bill.

Mr, Hawke: More sacking!

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: With regard
to the provision I was referring to before
the interjection by the member for Mi.
Hawthorn, I would like to point out that
this is necessary as these hotels at present,
in certain ways, do not comply with ihe
requirements of the Licensing Couri; and,
unless this safeguarding provision is in-
cluded, the court could conceivably refuse
a license because certain modifications to
the hotel have not been made. This is
further evidence that these hotels have
been allowed to get to a very low standard
and one which is not accepted by the
Licensing Court—sa statutory body ap-
pointed to control the conditions of hotels
in this State.

Clause 5, subclause (1), provides that
when a hotel is sold or leased, it ceases
to become a trading concern; and in sub-
clause (2), provision is made for the con-
tinuance of the hotel as a State hotel on
re-entry as such after a breach of a term
or condition of sale or lease. In that way,
it may be brought back under the control
of the State.

Clause 6 enables the State Treasurer to
exercise his diseretion in the disposal of
moneys realised by the sale or leasing of
& hotel. He may apply the proceeds,
either in whole or in part, in the reduction
of the capital account of the hotel, or to
the proposed tourist fund.

Mr. Jamieson: What is the position if
the terms are not satisfactory, or the price
is not satisfactory?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think that
covers the detailed section of the Bill and
concludes the general part of my remarks.
I have just been asked what would happen
in the event of a hotel being offered for
sale and a satisfactory price not being
tendered. If the Government feit that a
satisfactory price was not forthcoming for
a hotel, that particular question would
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have ta be faced at the time. It might be
that the hotel would not be sold but would
remain under the control of the State.
Provision is included in the Bill for just
that eventuality; and also, if in the event
of a sale there is a subsequent breaking
of any lease or contract, then the hotel in
question would revert to control by the
State.

Mr, W. Hegney: Why won't the employ-
ees be protected?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is felt
that the employees of these State hotels
will be catered for to a large extent by
the purchasers who take them over.

Mr. Hawke: Guesswork! Just guess-
work !

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It
completely guesswork at all.
Mr. Hawke: Completely!

cent, guesswork!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Obviously,
that is the reasoning of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is what the Pre-
mier assured us.

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: There is no
desire to see anyone put out of work be-
cause of an exchange of the hotels. How-
ever, it is essential in the overall interests
of the State that this transfer of hoteis
be made from State control to private
enterprise. It will most surely be found
that when these hotels gre turned over to
private enterprise, as many people will be
employed as at present, if not more. This
is because, in the main, they do not at
present operate efficiently and do not cater
for the public effectively.

Governments have not the business
know-how to make them a proper and
efficient trading venture. I commend this
Bill to the House and hope that, as the
Opposition saw fit to agree in principle
to the sale of the State hotels, the measure
will receive its commendation. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Moir,
journed.

is not

It is 99% per

debate ad-

INTERSTATE MAINTENANCE
RECOVERY BILL
Message—Appropriation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading

MRER. WATTS (Stirling—Attorney-Gen-
eral) [5.30] in moving the second reading
said: 'The intention of this Bill is, firstly,
to repeal the Interstate Destitute Persons
Relief Act 1912-1931; hecause it is consid-
ered that the provislons of that Act are
now outmoded, and ought o he replaced by
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legislation of the type that is now offered
to the House, in making better provision
for interstate maintenance actions than
existed in the earlier Act.

Another aspect of the measure is that it
proposes to extend the reciprocal arrange-
ments which can be made, to the Dominion
of New Zealand, as well as to territories of
the Commonwealth. Members will find
that the word “State”, in the definition in
the Bill, is used to include the Dominion of
New Zealand and the Commoenwealth ter-
ritories which I previously mentioned. The
reciprocity must, of c¢ourse, involve the
existence of similar legislation in the other
States and places that I have mentioned;
and the provisions of the Bill, if it becomes
an Act, can be extended to those places by
the Governor in Counecil.

Under the Interstate Destitute Persons
Relief Act, when it was first passed 47 years
ago, there was provided a means by which
maintenance defaulters could he dealt with,
irrespective of the State they resided in.

Mr. Nulsen: Does this include provision
for anything outside of Australia and New
Zealand?

Mr. WATTS: No.

Mr. Jamieson: What about the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory?

Mr. WATTS: That is within Australia.
If & man deserts his family in this State
and goes to live in South Australia, for
example, proceedings can be taken against
him and a msaintenance order obtained in
this State; and it can then be transferred
to South Australia, through the Child Wel-
fare Departments concerned, and can be
enforced on the deserter in the same man-
ner as if it had been made in a South
Australian court.

For the same reason, or under the same
system, an arder made in South Australia
could be enforced in Western Australia
and so on, In regard to the other States
and places concerned. One of the deficien-
cies in the Interstate Destitute Persons
Relief Act of 1912, was that once an order
was made there was no power to vary it. A
defaulter could, and often did, lose his in-
come or a substantial part of it, through
illness, unemployment or other causes.

Under this Bill it is proposed to enable
the court, in the place where the person
resides, to vary the order in accordance
with the circumstances of both parties;
and adegquate safeguards are provided to
ensure that hoth parties can be heard,
even though they reside in different States,
On the other hand, although I mentioned
then only the question of a decrease in in-
come, due to hard times, illness and so on,
the Bill also provides for variations to be
made in cases where the circumstances of
the defaulter have improved; that is to
say, where he is in receipt of more money
or attains better circumstances, and that
can be established,
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We will now deal with the position of a
defaulter in Western Australia, so as to
make the situation a little more plain. If,
in this State, any person responsible for
the maintenance of another, leaves the
other without adequate means of support,
and goes to reside in another State, a sum-
mons may be issued against him to show
cause why he should not support the de-
pendants left in this State. The summons
cannot be issued unless it is supported by
an affidavit or declaration in accordance
with form 1 as contained in the second
schedule to the Bill.

The justice of the peace issuing the sum-
mons is required to deliver the supporting
documents, together with the application,
to the clerk of the appropriate court where
the application will subsequently be heard.
The affidavit may be sworn before a com-
missioner of declarations or before a jus-
tice; and the summons will state the place
and time for hearing the application, due
regard being paid to the distance of the
defaulter from the place of hearing.

The summons may be served either in
or out of Western Australia, depending
on where the defaulter lives; and service
of the summons is to be proved by a sup-
porting aflidavit or declaration. The sum-
mons may be heard and determined by a
court of summary jurisdiction, comprised
of a stipendiary magistrate and at least
one justice, or by a children’s court, if the
summons relates to a child only. Both
types of courts are granted jurisdiction to
dea] with these interstate applications; and
provided that service of the summons is
proved, or the court is satisfied that a
reasonable attempt was made to effect ser-
vice, the court can proceed to hear and
determine the summons,

The court will have power to make an
order for both past and future mainten-
ance. If the defaulter returns to Western
Australia, the order, of course, can be
enforced here by the methods provided in
the Justices Act of this State. As I have
already said, the question of reciprocity
will rest on there being similar legislation
available in the other States. At the pre-
sent time, I understand, it is available in
most of them., As a matter of fact, some
guidance in the drafting of this Bill was
obtained from legislation now operating in
New South Wales where, I understand, in
comparatively recent years changes have
heen made in the law in this regard.

A proclamation by the Governor in
Council is all that is required to ensure that
that reciprocity will work. The legisla-
tion is not to ecome into operation till a
date to be fixed by proclamation, in order
that the necessary arrangements may be
made before it comes into operation. Mem-
bers will notice in the Biil the definition
of a “collector.”’ If members look at the
first schedule they will find that it gives
power to the Child Welfare Department
to operate the provisions of this Bill, when
it becomes an Act. The provision is that
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section 20 of the Child Welfare Act is to
be amended, by providing that the depart-
ment may exercise the jurisdiction con-
ferred by the Interstate Maintenance Re-
covery Act, 1959.

These collectors, therefore, who will
handle the gquestion of recovery of main-
tenance either in this State or from out-
side it, will, of necessity, be officers of the
Child Welfare Department; and there is
provision for the appointment of an
assistant collector if the case should
necessitate it and he would have, if
appointed, during the time he was acting,
the same powers, naturally, as the first-
named person.

Mr. Nulsen: Would it be possible to
have the maintenance collected in & place
such as India, by legislation made in
Western Australia?

Mr. WATTS: It might be possible, if
we could ensure the reciprocal rights in
those places. I do not think there is any
other means of doing it; and I am not
able to inform the honourable member as
to the existing position of the law in India.
I have no idea. But if we were going to
do anything about it, it would have to be
a reciprocal law, which I would anticipate
at present is hardly likely to exist, al-
though it may. I do not know.

Mr. Nulsen: We have had a few cases
in India.

Mr. WATTS: I understand that that is
so. Buti if it ever cropped up, I would
suggest that this measure could be
amended to incorporate places outside Aus-
tralia other than New Zealand. Reverting
to these collectors: In order to transfer
a maintenance order to another State for
enforcement, the collector must send
forward to his opposite number in the
other State two certified copies of the
order, an affidavit setting out the state
of the account, and a statement contain-
ing as much information as possible con-
cerning the defaulter, and his official
reguest to have the order enforced in that
other State.

At the same time he is required to
advise the court which made the order
that he is taking this action, WNecessarily,
the court which made the order must be
prepared to supply the collector with the
necessary information; so it is provided
that the clerk of that court must supply
him with four certified copies of the order,
and a statement of the arrears or a certi-
fled copy of an affidavit sworn by the
complainant as to the state of the account,
if the complainant has been receiving
money direct from the defaulter and not
through the court.

The clerk of courts, after receiving
notice from the collector that the order is
to be transferred to another State for
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enforcement, shall recall and cancel any
process which he may have issued—for
example, a warrant of commitment, be-
cause by that time the defaulter will have
left the State—and refrain from issuing
any fresh process against the defaulter;
and supply to the collector certified copies
made after the commencement of proceed-
ings of any order varying, suspending, or
discharging the original order.

There are other provisions to provide,
in somewhat similar terms, for the en-
forcement in this State of maintenance
orders made in another State giving,
among other things, power for the court
to make an order for substituted service
of the papers. In other words, if the
papers cannot be served personally in the
normal way, then the court may order
substituted service which, as I think every-
one knows, can be by advertisement
authorised by the court in certain news-
papers circulating in the area; and by
any other means which is likely to reach
the notice of the defaulter and which
the court approves.

It seems to me that the provision en-
abling the orders once made to be varied—
which, as I said, was missing from the
original Act (known as the Interstate Des-
titute Persons Relief Act), which, I might
say, was a most unsuitable name—are very
carefully set out in Part V of the Bill.
Members will find, if they look there, that
the provisions are quite clear when arise
the circumstances which I mentioned in
the first part of my remarks on this Bill
this afternoon.

There will also be found, in the schedules
to the Bill, cerfain forms of affidavit or
declaration which are to be used to sup-
port the summons for maintenance for
service within the jurisdiction to enforce
the maintenance order outside the juris-
diction—another form of affidavit—and,
also, inh the fourth form, an authority to
pay to the Director of the Child Welfare
Department all moneys held in pursuance
of an order where, of course, the Child
Welfare Department is entitled to that
money. I think that that explains fairly
sufficiently the general principles of the
nieasure, which are not by any means un-
usual because, to a considerable extent,
they have been contained in the old Act.

They are the only considerable improve-
ments or what are believed to be improve-
ments in this new measure, and I would
suggest that if anyone has any amend-
ments to make for the improvement of the
measure, the best place to discuss them
would be in Committee. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Nulsen, debate ad-
journed.
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CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debhate resumed from the 26th August.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) ([5.48]: ‘The
Minister made a short speech when intro-
ducing this Bill, and I intend to try hard
to follow his good example. The main
provision in the Bill is to give the Child
Welfare Department full legal authority to
determine where any child, committed hy
the court, shall be placed for care, guid-
ance, and treatment. Under the existing
law—and always in the past—the Child-
ren’s Court has exercised authority in the
direction I have just mentioned.

In my view the new proposal is prefer-
able to the existing practice. The officers
of the Child Weilfare Department—particu-
larly the chief officers—are better qualified
than the personnel of any Children’s Court
to determine the type of treatment which
would be best calculated, from time to time,
to bring about the reformation of the child
in question. However, I am sorry that
neither the Minister for Child Welfare in
another place, nor the Minister acting on
his behalf in this House, has conveyed to
Parliament any information on the peoint
of view of the Special Magistrate of the
Perth Children’s Court.

We would have been in a better position
to judge all the merits of the situation had
we been provided with the viewpoint of the
Special Magistrate himself as well as with
the viewpcints of the chief officers of the
Child Welfare Department. Clearly, those
officers favour the new proposal set out in
the Bill. We do not know whether the
Special Magistrate of the Children's Court
is in favour of it or against it. It seems to
me that members of both Houses of Parlia-
ment are entitled to know the view-
point of the ESpecial Magistrate; and 1
hope that the Atiorney-General, when
replying to this debate, or in Committee,
will give to members of this House some
explanation—if he is in a position to do so
—of the views of the Special Magistrate
on the important change in procedure as
set down in the Bill.

There are several other provisions in the
Bill about which I do not intend to say
anything. However, there is one I want to
discuss because I am not in favour of it.
Unless the Minister could put up a very
good case in support of it, I would cer-
tainly vote against this provision in Com-
mittee. As a matter of fact, when intro-
ducing the Bill, the Minister did not refer
to this part of it at all. I am not criticis-
ing him for that, because he may not re-
gard this provision as important. I refer
to clause 11 of the Bill, which aims at
smending section 67 of the Act.
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The purpose of the clause is to give to
the Child Welfare Department the legal
right to go after any relative for mainten-
ance, irrespective of whether the relative is
the nearest relative, the next nearest, or
the next nearest, and so on. In other
wards, the department—if this part of the
Bill were to become law—could say, “Well,
we might not have much success if we go
after the father; we might not have much
success if we go after the mother; we might
not have much success if we go after the
stepfather; so we will go after the step-
mother first, and call her hefore the court
if she does not pay us on our approach to
her through the ordinary channel of de-
partmental administration.” I do not like
this provision in the Bill at all. I think it
could lead to a good deal of injustice. It
could certainly lead to a considerable
amount of heartburning, and could bring
the Child Welfare Department and its offi-
cers into a good deal of sirife and possible
disrepute.

In a situation such as the one with which
this clause deals, I think the responsibility
should remain upon the department as it is
under the existing Act; in other words, the
department should have the responsibility
of having to seek maintenance payments
firstly from the nearest relative. If the
department meets with failure there, it
should then approach the second nearest
relative; and should it again meet with
failure, the third nearest relative, and so
on. I am opposed very strongly to the de-
partment having the right to go over the
heads of two, three, or more of the nearest
relatives for the purpose of grabbing some-
one who it thinks has the financial means
to pay maintenance, or would pay up with-
out much argument or without going to
court to contest any claim which might be
made.

Therefore I hope that, in replying to
the debate, the Attorney-General wiil tell
us—if he can do so—the viewpoint of
the Special Magistrate in regard to the
change that is proposed by way of trans-
ferring the authority from the magistrate
himself to the department in connection
with the place where the children will be
put when they are committed, and in
regard to the treatment which they shall
receive ahd so on; and, secondly, that he
will, if he cares to do so, try to justify
the provision in clause 11 which, in my
opinjon, is most unfair, unjust, and
altogether undesirable. I support the
second reading.

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) [5.57): lalso
would like to ecommend this Bill to the
House, Those members who may recall my
speech on the Address-in-reply will re-
member that I touched on this subject to
some extent and mentioned then that what
is proposed in this Bill has been the prac-
tice in the United Kingdom for some 12
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vears. It is extremely difficult for a magis-
trate, who has a child before him, to make
up his mind in a hurry on just what is the
proper treatment for that child. It is far
better that the child should be committed
to the care of the depariment for the
necessary treatment.

I feel that is the modern development
and that will perhaps be the practice in
the future in dealing with all ¢riminals;
namely, that the courts will merely lay
down the period for which the person shall
be held in some form for the purpose of
receiving the necessary treatment for his
rehahilifation. It will not be the jurisdic-
tion of the judge or the magistrate, on the
spur of the moment, to lay down what
form of treatment shall be prescribed,
because it might easily be the wrong treat-
ment. I think this is a step in the right
direction; and for that reason I commend
the Bill to the House.

I have not given much consideration to
the clause which has been objected to by
the Leader of the Opposition. But the
major portion of the Bill is the part that I
touched en; and, as I have said, I commend
it to the House.

MR. WATTS (Stirling—Attorney-Gen-
eral—in reply) [5.59]1: The Leader of the
Opposition has taken exception to clause
11 of the Bill; and I must concede to him
that the effect of the amendment will be to
enable the Child Welfare Department to
select which of the relatives concerned
shall be the first to have proceedings taken
against him or her for the payment of
maintenance. 1 would sugegest that that
does not necessarily involve the state of
affairs to which the Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred.

At present the Act provides that pro-
ceedings shall be taken in the order set
out in section 67, the nearest relative being
the first. The Child Welfare Department,
as a general rule—I would say, in fact, in
almost every case—is aware of the fin-
ancial position of those relatives. Its
situation in the past in many instances
was that it had been obliged to take pro-
ceedings against somebody for the recovery
of maintenance who did not have the
faintest prospect of paying anything, and
the Child Welfare Department very well
knew that before it started the proceed-
ings.

That imposed an unpleasantness and a
concern on the near relative in question,
by the department taking proceedings
when there was no prospect of a satis-
factory order being made against that
person, because of his or her financial
position. But the department was obliged
to do so. So it went on down the list.

Mr. Nulsen: And probably that person had
no responsibility for contributing towards
the maintenance of the child.
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Mr. WATTS: It is extremely difficult to
draw blood from a stone. The first con-
sideration is to obtain from one of the
persons liable under the law the mainten-
ance that is required for the child in
question. The Child Welfare Department
has come to the conclusion, and I think
reasonably, that it should make use of the
knowledge and experience it has of the
relative positions of the relations, and take
proceedings not in the order prescribed by
the Act but against such one of them as is
likely to be the most able to honour the
obligation imposed on him or her. I
cannot see any serious objection to this
provision.

On the other hand, I see that people
who in no circumstances could be expected
to make the necessary contributions, are to
be blistered; and bhoth the department and
they are to be put to some considerable
trouble and expense, only for the depart-
ment to have to pass on to the next
relative. That is the reason which under-
lies the measure.

Mr. Graham: Could not these people be
approached in an order set down?

Mr. WATTS: That is what the Act pre-
seribes under section 67. We are seeking to
strike out the words “following order” in
that section so that the Child Welfare
Department may, for the reasons I have
just mentioned, make up its mind, from
the knowledge in its possession, on the one
who is most likely to be able to pay. These
things do not start until some considerable
time has elapsed, and after inquiries have
taken place.

At present it {5 necessary to sue the near
relatives in a certain order, which results
in fruitless proceedings against, say, the
father and mother, before the stepfather
can be sued. The department wishes to
avoid that state of affairs. I do not think
it is an unreasonable proposition that the
department wishes to do that. While it
may involve the hest supplied with money
of the near relatives being the first one
to be proceeded against, it certainly does
involve the ahsence of these fruitless pro-
ceedings; and it avoids the unpleasantness
which is to befall the ones who have not
the means to pay.

I do not think anyone will suggest-—at
least not seriously—that the officials of
the Child Welfare Department, so well
known to most of us, and particularly the
senior officials, who will be responsible for
these matters, will simply go after the last
on the list for the sake of doing so. They
will have a very sound reason for doing
that. Naturally they would go after the
nearest relative, if it were possible to get
anything by that means.

They advise me, though I am not in
charge of the Child Welfare Department,
and I have heen out of touch with it for
six or seven years, that frequentiy these
fruitless proceedings are being taken, and
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they wish to avoid that state of affairs.
That is the only answer I can give. I must
concede to the Leader of the Opposition
that what he says is the intention of the
Bill; but I think it is a reasonable inten-
tion when we review all the circumstances
which surround a matter such as this.

I pass on to the next item and the refer-
ence of the honourable member to the
Special Magistrate. I can only say at this
stage that I have no reason to believe that
the Special Magistrate has any objections
to these proposals. I have not had the
opportunity to discuss this Bill with him,
but I do know that a copy of the measure
was sent to him a considerable time ago.
1 am informed that in response, he has
made no adverse comment. I leave the
matter at that.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Rob-
erts) in the Chair; Mr, Waits (Attorney-
General) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.
Clause 7—Section 34 amended:

Mr. TONKIN: I cannot see how this
clause will be beneficial. Perhaps the
Minister will explain how the Child Welfare
Department is in a better position to look
after a child than the magistrate. I under-
stand the difficulty is that the institutions
availahle for the care of the children are
full, and it is extremely hard for a child
who is guilty of a serious cffence, such as
stealing motorcars, to be placed in an in-
stitution. How will the department be in
any better position to so place a child?
Surely it is not contemplated that the
offenders in most of the cases will be let
out on parole; if so, they will only be let
loose on the community and steal more
cars.

Some of the children need correction.
They do not appreciate the enormity of
their offences. If they are committed to the
department, and if the department makes
immediate application for them to be let
out on parole, they will be back before the
court within a few days. I would like the
Minister {o explain how the provision in
this case is any advance on the existing
law, If he cannot do so, we should not
agree to the clause. So far as I can see,
it will weaken the existing law.

Mr. WATTS: I cannot agree that the
clause will weaken the existing law. As the
Leader of the Opposition said during the
second reading, there was not much doubt
in his mind that the senior officers of the
Child Welfare Department were in a better
position to determine these things than was
the magistrate. That was the underlying
reason for this Bill. I understand the
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honourable member is not quite correct in
saying that the existing institutions are all
full.

The point made during the second read-
ing was that when the Caversham closed
reformatory came into operation, great
care would be exercised in the number of
persons directed there, because the institu-
tion would held 33 and no more. In conse-
quence, the management of that institu-
tion would have to exercise great discre-
tion in regard to the number of npersons to
be placed there; whereas magistrates, not
only in Perth but all over the State, could
direct offenders to this place, without hav-
ing the slightest knowledge of its capacity.

As a general rule, the other institutions
can usually take one or two more, hecause
they are not in the same position as the
Caversham institution. My reference dur-
ing the second reading to the necessity for
exercising the greatest care in the number
being sent was to the Caversham closed
reformatory when it came into operation.

The purpose of this clause is to take
advantage of the full knowledge and under-
standing of the senior officers of the Child
Welfare Department in regard to directing
where these young people shall be sent for
treatment, discipline and trajning. There
are various places which can be used, in-
cluding Stoneville and the Point Walter
annexe—a privilege centre where there are
parole classes and other arrangements. It
is only in respect of Caversham that I see
any difficulty of overcrowding.

I am satisfied—not only because of such
information as has been given to me, but
also because of six years’ experience with
at least the deputy director of the depart-
ment and the director in another capacity
—that the training and discipline of child-
ren would be much better co-ordinated and
attended to under their management, than
can be hoped under a series of orders made
by magistrates in Perth, Fremantle, and
country cenires.

Clause put and passed.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clauses 8 to 10 put and passed,
Clause il1—Section 67 amended:

Mr. HAWKE: Unfortunately I did not
hear the Attorney-General reply to the
second reading debate. I understand that
during the Committee stage there will he
other speakers on this clause, so I con-
tent myself at the moment by saying that
I shall vote against it unless the Minister
can give some justification for its reten-
tion.

Mr. EVANS: At present the Child Wel-
fare Department is obliged to endeavour
to obtain maintenance for a neglected
child from the parent; and, in default,
the others from whom the department
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shall seek to get maintenance are Imen-
tioned in a certain order. The Bill seeks
to delete the words “and in the following
order.” If the clause is agreed to, the
department will have the right to deter-
mine which relative shall be responsible
for the maintenance of the child. I can-
not agree with that view, The depart-
ment will be ahle to take the line of least
resistance,

I agree that the department should be
able to obtain maintenance; but I dis-
agree with the amendment before us. The
parents might be of humble means, whereas
the child might have a rich uncle. Under
this provision, the department could by-
pass the parents and go to the rich uncle,

Mp. Watts: You have not looked at
section 67. This does not deal with rich
uncles,

Mr. EVANS: The department can take
the line of least resistance; that cannot
be denied. Therefore, justice could be
thwarted and the result of the amendment
could be pernicious. It appears to be un-
just, and I shall oppose the inclusion of the
clause.

Mr. O'NEIL: The member for Kalgoorlie
apparently has not read section 67. The
relatives are mentioned in that section:
father, mother, step-father and step-
mother, and no others, except in the case of
an jllegimate child where the relatives
mentioned are simply the father and
mother, in that order.

Only in a rare case would a child—
taking the first portion of the section—
have all four relatives. In some cases
it could have three, but mostly it would
have only two. To say that a rich unecie
could be called upon to cover the cost of
the maintenance of the child is not in
fact the case.

Mr. WATTS: Earlier I conceded to the
Leader of the Opposition that the amend-
ment would result in the department’s
being able to choose its own order rather
than follow the order in the Act.

1 also said that the experience of the
department shows that it is perfectly ridi-
culous to start proceedings against a per-
son who obviously has not the means to
pay maintenance; and that it is quite
reasonable to allow the department to
select out of the one, two, or three—as
the member for Canning mentioned—the
one who is able to hear the cost of the
maintenance, without putting the remain-
ing two—one after the other—to the ex-
pense and unpleasantness of being involved
in proceedings which would be entirely
fruitless.

When a matter of this kind is before the
Child Welfare Department, the informa-
tion it would have in its pessession would
be a reasonable guide as to which of the
near relatives who were available would
be the one to accept responsibility.
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Lastly, I poinited out that it was un-
reasonable {o suppose that the senior
officers of the department—who would
finally direet what proceedings would be
taken—would take any action without due
consideration. They would not just stab
a pin into section 67 to see which one
they should sue! They would make proper
inquiries before proceeding with any
action. It did not seem to me.to be
unreasonable that this diseretion—which
is what the amendment amounts to,
really—should be left to the Child Wel-
fare Depariment. I think the member for
Canning has dealt effectively with the
member for Kalgoorlie’s reference to a
rich uncle.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 12 to 16 and Title put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

SPEAKER’S DECISIONS
Wording

Mr. HAWKE: May I ask you a question,
Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: Yes,

Mr. HAWKE: I have noticed, when a
vote is taken on the voices, that you have
adopted the practice of saying, “I think the
Ayes have it"”; or, I think the Noes have
it.” This practice is followed in the Com-
monwealth Parliament; and I am wonder-
ing whether, when you say that you think
the Ayes have it, or you think the Noes
have if, you in fact make a decision.

The SPEAKER: I understand that the
practice stems from the House of Com-
mons, the intention being that if the
Speaker says he thinks the Ayes have it,
it leaves the decision open for anycene to
call for a division without appearing in
any way to be very much in conflict with
the Speaker’s opinion, or without directly
contradicting the Speaker,

Mr. HAWEKE: In the event of no division
being called for, as is often the case, is
a decision then made; or is there in
existence only a declaration by you that
you think something has happened?

The SPEAKER: Obviously if I think
something has happened, that is the de-
claration I make.

Mr. HAWKE: But is it a decision?

The SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr. HAWKE: I doubt it.

Mr. Watts: It passes in Great Britain.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 3rd September.

MRE. MOIR (Boulder) [7.48]: This Bill
is designed to do several things, some of
which are very necessary and some of
which are open to debate. I will deal
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with first things first. Firstly, the Bill
proposes to give exemption to members
of councils who may be in business and
have business dealings with a munici-
pality over and above what has already
been provided for in the Act for many
years.

The measure proposes to amend section
39 of the Act, and the relevant pari{ of
that section reads as follows:—

(1) No person holding any office or
place of profit under or in the
gift or disposal of the council of
any municipality, or concerned or
participating in any manner,
whether directly or indirectly, in
any contract or employment with
any municipality, or in any work
to he done under the authority
of any such council, or in the
profit of such contract or work,
shall be capable of being or con-
tinuing mayor or councillor of the
municipality.

(2) Provided no person shall be dis-
qualified from being or continuing
to be the mayor or a councillor
of any municipality by reason of—

(b) in the ordinary course of
business, and not pursuant
to any written contract,
bona fide selling goods to
or doing work for any such
municipality; or

The amendment in the Bill would com-
pletely alter that section and would permit
all dealings, whether in the position of con-
tractor or subcontractor, to be undertaken
by & mayor or councillor. When introduc-
ing the Bill the Minister had this to say—

It is proposed that instead of a
businessman being exempted only for
verbal confracts, in future he will
also be exempted in respect of written
contracts for the sale of goods to
the council; and an additional cover
has been given to him in cases where,
although he himself is not a contrac-
tor, he has dealings as a subcontrac-
tor with some other person who has
a contract with the council,

I think members will agree that that is
a very wide coverage, and the Minister
should have made some further explana-
tion, in addition to the one he gave us,
so that we would be more fully informed
as to the position. It is a little puzzling,
because the Minister sald—

It has been found difficult for
businessmen to act as members of
councils without jeopardising their
peositions, and it is generally conceded
that this amendment is desirable.

Some doubis have heen expressed
as to the wisdom of giving an exemp-
tion in the case of a subcontractor, but
I consider that it is desirable that this
cover should be given to a subcontrac-
tor if it can also be given to a coun-
ciflor who is himself a contractor.
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I would be the first to assert that a
member of & municipal eouncil—who after
all has been elected by the ratepayers to
represent them on the council—should not
be penalised in his ordinary business deal-
ings with the council. I have nothing but
praise for these pecople who take part in
local government and who give freely of
their time to carry out the duties that are
entailed in local government; and also who
have to put up with the criticism which
is very often unjustly levelled at them in
regard to some aspects of their work. At
the same time, I think we should be very
careful that we do not give such people
the opportunity or license to use that
position, whiech is one of influence, on
the council, in regard to the goods and
services that the council requires from
time to time.

Such a person should he in a position
where he does not have an advantage over
other people; and, of course, we can easily
visualise how, from time to time such a
position could arise through the work of
a municipal council. If the position is to
be entirely open, we should take a good
look at this provision before we agree to
it; and I hope the Minister will have
something to say ahout the matter, and
give us some more information, when he
replies to the debate.

There is also a provision in the Bill to
remove any possibility of disqualification
which might occur because a member of
the council has become a bush fire officer
under the Bush Fires Act and has been
insured against risks attaching to that
public-spirited work. I entirely agree with
that provision, and think it is absolutely
necessary.

The next amendment deals with section
51, which provides for a corporation or a
joint stock company being the owner or
occupier of rateable land to name a
nominee or nominees to be enrolled on the
roll of voters and have the right to vote
on behalf of that corporation or joint
stock company. I am a little concerned
about this, because it appears to me that
something is being given to these people
which the ordinary ratepayer does not
enjoy. If we look at the provisions of
the Act, we find that section 52 deals
with the preparation of electoral lists and
lays down certain procedures which must
be followed by a ratepayer desiring to
become enrolled on the ratepayers’ list,
and thus entitled to vote.

There are different categories of people
who are entitled to be enrolled, and some-
times disputes may arise between the
occupier and owner of premises as to who
is entitled to be enrolled. It is laid down
in the Act that—

The Town Clerk shall, on or before
the twentieth day of September in
every year, cause to be prepared a list
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of all persons who appear {o him to be
entitled to be registered as electors on
the electoral roll . . ..

If ratepayers have not been enrolled,
they have until the 30th September to lodge
a protest, and the matter is then decided.
After the decision is made the person
in whose favour it is made is the enrolled
person on the ratepayers’ list. No altera-
tion can be made in that year, because
the Act says that the Town Clerk shall,
on or hefore the 20th September in
every year, cause to be prepared an
electoral roll. I take it that it is a calen-
dar year, and therefore there can be no
alteration until after the 31st December in
every year.

The Minister described the amendment
in the Bill in this manner—

Another amendment is to provide
that once a company has nominated a
person to represent it on the electoral
roll of the municipality that nomina-
tion is te stand until either the com-
pany hominates some other person in
his stead or the Town Clerk is satis-
fied that the person concerned no
longer is entitled to represent the com-
pany.

In the first instance it would appear that
until some change is made the provisions of
the Act applying to ordinary ratepayers
will not apply, and the person mentioned
in the Minister’s remarks could be on the
roll for 10 or 20 years.

Mr. Perkins: You are on the wrong
track. The company or the corporation is
the ratepayer. It is not the individual who
is nominated.

Mr. MOIR: I am quite well aware of
that. I am talking of the voters’ list. The
company nominates a person—presumably
an emplaoyee, or it might be the manager
of the company-—to be its representative,
and he is placed on the ratepayers’ list as a
ratepayer and is entitled to vote. ‘That is
what happens,

I presume if that were only the owner
and not the occupier, the same provisions
would apply as would apply in ordinary cir-
cumstances. I think the Minister should
enlighten us on that. The other objection
to that aspect is that if a person moves out
of a house or dispeses of a house, the new
ratepayer would not be able to have his
name placed on the roll hetween the 30th
September and the 31st December in any
one year.

So, if there were an immediate election
soon after, the gccupier or owner of phe
property would have no chance of being
on the roll; the previous owner or occupier
would be on the roll. That would not
apply in the case of & corporation or joint
stock company. If this amendment were
agreed to it would mean that the represen-
tative of the corporation or joint stock
company would only have to notify the
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town clerk of the municipality that it was
changing its representative from Mr.
Brown, who had left its employ, to Mr.
Smith, who had taken over his position.
That seems an advantage which would be
granted to these people and at the same
time denied the ordinary ratepayer. I
would like the Minister to give me some
enlightenment on that when he replies to
the debate.

Mr. Corneli: Doesn't the position you
have explained cobtain at present?

Mr. MOIR: No, because they would be
subject o the same provisions as the
ordinary owner or occupier. This amend-
ment would apply to those particular peo-
ple only and to no others. There is a
further provision that municipalities shall
have power to make by-laws to order the
occupier or owner of land to remove refuse
or other waste material, and there is no
quarrel with that. It is a most desirable
provision. I thought the local authorities
already had that power, but it appears they
have not.

A further provision indicates the signs of
the times. There is an amendment giving
power to local authorities to make by-laws
for the control of motels under section 338.
I am sure everyhody will agree that it is
desirable for local authorities to have
power to control motels. These places can
be very necessary and most desirable.

Wherever they are established, motels
are certainly most appreciated by the
travelling public. Only the other Sunday
I was in the district of the member for
Eyre, and I noticed a nice little motel
established on the East-West road. I am
sure it would he a bhoon to travellers
making the long journey to and from the
Eastern States. They would be glad to
pull in there for petrol! and food.

Mr. Nulsen: It is greatly appreciated by
travellers to the Eastern S{ates.

Mr. MOIR: I can quite imagine that.
As time goes on more and more of these
places will be built by enterprising people
who see such opportunities around our
various highways. In that connection I
would like to say that our highway and
road system is second to none in com-
parison with those in the other Siates of
the Commonwealth., I have travelled
fairly widely in the Eastern States, and it
is & pleasant surprise to see that our roads
are far superior to those available to
motorists in the older States of the Com-
monwealth. We are most fortunate in
that regard.

Nowadays people think nothing of
travelling hundreds of miles away from
home, which means that the provision of
motels is very desirable. At the same time
it is necessary that the local authorities
in whose areas they may be built should
have power to control them to a large
extent, hecause one can easily visualise
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the problems that could crop up in relation
to these places. Accordingly, I am sure
the House will agree to that amendment.

There is a further amendment which
gives power to borrow money for kinder-
gartens, community centres, and similar
amenities. The Minister explained that
councils have power to expend money for
these purposes at the present time, but no
power to borrow without the consent of
the Governor. It is thought desirable that
they should be permitted to borrow with-
out the consent of the Governor heing
necessary, and that is essential. In these
days, more amenities are required in
municipalities and road districts than
could be visualised a few years ago.

It is necessary that local authorities be
given power to raise money for these pur-
poses, because nobody would question the
desirability, or the necessity, for the
amenities mentioned. Some local author-
ities are to be highly commended for the
enterprise and public spirit they have
shown in establishing amenities for the
people who live in their areas. With the
stipulations I have made, I support the
Bill in general, but I would like the Min-
ister to explain the points I have raised.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [89]: There
are two aspects of the proposed Bill on
which, I, too, would seek some c¢larifica-
tion, and on which I would make certain
suggestions to the Minister. I would first
refer to the provision to allow members of
a municipal coungil to indulge in con-
tracting or sub-contracting work for the
council. I feel it is a far too sweeping
step to take at once. I would point out
that the Minister for Local Government
could be plagued with complaints from
people who might consider they had been
badly treated by the letting of a contract
to a councillor who was on the council
that had called tenders for a econtract.

To safeguard that position, I suggest to
the Minister that, if such contracts are
permitted, they should be subject to the
Minister’s formal approval. This would
not be of great concern to the local author-
ity once it had received the tenders for the
contract, if it were satisfied that one of
its eouncillors belonged to a firm that could
do the job at a fair and reasonable price.
If it were so satisfied, it could select himn
as the tenderer for a particular contract.
I feel, however, that it would be desirable
for the Minister's formal approval to be
obtlained.

If any complaints came from other con-
tractors in and around the district to the
effect that they had been unfairly treated
by the giving of the contract to a person
on the council, the Minister would be
fully apprised, and would have complete
control of the situation and be able to
inform the complainant that everything
was fair and above hoard. He could assure
the complainant that it was represented to
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him by the local governing bedy, and that
no complaint of injustice could be made.
Such a provision should be included for
the protection of the councillors in ques-
tion.

With respect to a nominee from a stock-
holding company being given the right to
he on the ratepayers’ roll for election pur-
poses, I would like it clearly indicated by
the Minister whether it is the intention
of this amendment to give a prior right to
that person over and above the person in
residence, or the ocecupier being enrolled
for that particular lot of land. As the
Minister would no doubt know, the com-
pilation of this roll as set down by statute
is undertaken on a certain date.

In each case where there is an occupier
on the property, it is my understanding
that he has prior right for the position
on the roll compiled for any election. By
this amendment, am I to assume that
where there is a resident occupier on a
particular allotment he will lose his right
because the company has & nominee which
it has put in instead? If that is to be
the case, I would be strongly opposed to
it because the occupier, after all is said and
done, would have a greater appreciation of
the requirements of the district than that
possessed by the nominee of an oil com-
pany, or a stock-holding company, which
had no particular knowledge of the dis-
trict, and whose only consideration was in
property alone.

I would like the Minister to give some
thought to those two points. I would he
happy with the other provisions in the Bill,
as they seem to contain amendments to
assjst local governing bodies in carrying
out their necessary work. As I have said,
however, there should be some protection
for councillors against the allegations of
people who feel that they may be receiv-
ing an unfair advantage by being on the
council and by being aliotted a particular
contract by the council.

There have been such instances, and we
have had reference made to them by mem-
bers in another place; unfortunately,
however, the whole thing got completely
out of perspective. People have been known
to sponsor their own gain. We know there
are rare occasions in this State of such
happ_enings; but people have used their
positions on some occasions to their own
advantage. If that were to be the case,
it would be better if the Minister were
given some hold over them to enahle him
to keep in check a position that could
get out of hand by the wrongful use of
mixlch an advantage being given to a coun-
cillor.

MR. CROMMELIN (Claremont) (8.15]:
I would like to say a few words on this
Bill. I think the two members who have
spoken previously are somewhat confused
in regard to the two items they have
mentioned. In the first place, the new
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provisions do not allow a counciilor to be
& contractor to the council; he can only
be a subcontractor. For example, a
municipality having let a contract for, say,
the building of a kindergarten, any
member of the council can then tender to
the contractor to supply timber or any
of the other items required. That is an
entirely different matter from being a
direct contractor to the council. I think
those members are somewhat under a
misapprehension in this regard.

Mr. Moir: The Minister was, too, in his
second reading speech.

Mr. CROMMELIN: I am trying to make
the point that the fears the member for
Boulder and the member for Beeloo may
have had are not well-founded in this
respect. The same applies to the other
clause which gives power to joint stock
companies to nominate their own voter.
For example, if Elder Smith’s had a wool
store in Fremantle, it would give that
company the power to say who would vote
for it, while that company holds the
property in Fremantle. However, if Elder
Smith's sublet or let the building to some
other person, the company would immedi-
ately lose the right to a vote.

I take it that the intention of this
amendment is only to simplify the records
of a municipality, so that the town clerk
will know that until such time as the
manager of any firm notifies him that its
nominee has left, that nominee will con-
tinue to cast his vote for his employer. 1
cannot see that that makes any difference
to any other ratepayer. It is a permanent
thing which will make the records easier
to keep.

Mr. Jamieson: Except where there is a
residence on a Dparticular property.

Mr. CROMMELIN: If the resident is an
employer of the firm, I assume the firm
would nominate him as its voter.

Mr. Jamieson: The firm might not
necessarily do that,

Mr. CROMMELIN: A firm does not have
to. If it owns the building, it will please
itself.

Mr. Jamieson:
is on that roll.

Mr. CROMMELIN: No, not unless he is
a tenant. If he is an employee he has no
prior right.

Mr. Jamieson:
contract.

Mr. CROMMELIN: That would not alter
it either. I do not think there are any
fears in that respect. It merely makes
the Act more simple.

Mr. Jamieson: I think there are a lot
of fears there.

Mr. CROMMELIN: I wanted to assure
members that there was no fear in regard
to this clause. I support the Bill.

At the present time he

It may be part of his
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MR. TOMS (Maylands) [8.18]: When
this Bill was introduced in another place
the Minister said that the proposed amend-
ments were of an urgent nature and im-
portant to local authorities. He also indi-
cated that it was probable the local
government Bill would be brought before
Parliament next year and the provisions in
this Bill could be reviewed. I make this
observation because, while it is necessary
to broaden some of the sections in the
principal Act, it may be desirable, when
the local govermment Bill comes before
this House, t0 have more restrictions than
are proposed in this Bill,

This measure proposes to amend section
39, as stated by previous speakers, to per-
mit a mayor and councillers to trade more
openly, as it were, in the ordinary course
of business. I feel that has been done in
the past, and I believe the member for
Claremont will bear me out, particularly in
regard to country districts. It is most
desirable that a provision of this nature be
placed in the Act. As I said previously, it
may be necessary later on to place in the
local government Bill some further re-
strictions in regard to this matter.

The amendments to section 51 of the
Act seem to be causing some fear to mem-
bers. I helieve the object of this amend-
ment is to save companies having to re-
appoint the same agent year after year.
Under the Act at present, a ratepayer is
enrolled and stays upon the roll; but it is
necessary every year for a company
appointing an agent to inform & local
authority just who that agent will be.

I believe the object of the amendment to
section 5! is to overcome the position of
having to re-enrol the same representative
each year. The proposed amendment to
section 180 is one which I feel is long
overdue and most necessary. It will em-
power the local authority to issue orders
for the owner or cccupier to remove tub-
hish from land within the municipality.
That raises the problem as to who is to
decide what is rubbish and what is not
rubbish.

While at present there is a certain indi-
cation in the Bill as to what would be
called rubbish, it would be most difficult to
ascertain what would be considered rub-
bish by an owner and what would be con-
sidered rubbish by a local authority.

The proposed amendment, which will be
known as subsection 19A of section 180,
reads as follows:—

For requiring the owner or occupier
of any land withinh the district to
remove within a time specified in a
notice given by the municipality and
served on the owner or occupier of the
land, refuse, rubbish or other material
of any kind whatsoever, which in the
opinion of the council is likely to affect
adversely the value of adjoining pro-
perty or the health, comfort or con-
venience of the inhabitants thereof.
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When .we are dealing with the local
government Bill, I think we will have to
consider very carefully what is to be con-
sidered rubbish and what is not rubbish.
A local authority may have some idea that
certain storage in a person’s yard is rub-
bish, whereas in actual fact it could be
part of his tools of trade. That is one thing
we will have to look at closely when the
local government Bill is before Parliament.

It is proposed to amend section 338 of
the prineipal Aet. This small amendment
is necessary bhecause of new amenities
which are coming to various local authori-
ties. I do not think any member would
object to empowering councils to make by-
laws with regard to the construction of
motels and also the construction of tele-
vision masts and antennae, whether
attached to buildings or not.

The clause amending section 380 deals
mainly with the rating of land; whether
the whole of the land or portion of the land
shall be rated. That is in the hands of
the Govenor. There are some other small
amendments which are of little conse-
quence.

There is an amendment to section 442
which empowers a local authority to in-
clude in its list of works and undertakings
such items as kindergartens, community
centres, maternal health centres, infant
health centres, creches, day nurseries,
dental clinics, and ambulance services.
These are necessary, too; and I believe that
their inclusion in the works and under-
takings of a local authority are very desir-
able.

At this stage I propose to support the
second reading of this Bill. As I said
earlier, the Minister, when introducing
this measure in another place, indicated
that these amendments were of a8 tempor-
ary nature and would be subject to further
review when the local government Bill is
brought down in 1960.

MR. HALL (Albany) [8.25]1: As the
representative of a municipality, I would
point out that we have had some difference
between members of the council and rate-
payers. There have been guite reputable
people on the council who have had to
resign because they hed no protection.
This is only an expedient; and I will not
elabhorate on that for very long. The only
way to get around the position will be by
means of the consolidated measure which
I hope will be brought down,

There are 2 couple of points which I
would like the Minister to clarify for me.
I refer to clause 2, paragraph (f}, where
the words appear, “being an officer or
member whether appointed by the council
or not.” Does that mean that an ap-
pointee of the council can become a
councillor? I weculd like that cleared up.

Mr. Perkins: Yes,
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Mr. HALL: The other point is in the
same clause, subparagraph (i). I refer to
the words “physical recreation includes the
games of cricket, tennis, football, golf,
bowling or other sport.” Does ‘‘other
sport'’ cover horse-racing? At Albany we
have a racecourse in a multi-sportsground.

The other part of the Bill which deals
with kindergartens and assistance to in-
fant health centres by way of loans is
most commendable. Those associations
should receive the utmost assistance we
can give them.

MR. PERKINS (Roe—Minister {for
Transport—in reply) [8.28]1: I think that
members have generally approved of the
Bill. One or two speakers did raise queries
in regard to what was meant in particular
clauses. I am sorry if the comments I
used in the second reading speech were
not clear, but they were prepared by the
departmental officers and were meant to
express very accurately the purpose of the
Bill. If the member for Boulder carefully
reads my introductory speech, he will find
that actually it does make clear what the
Bill proposes.

It proposes to make subcontractors of
any kind—those doing work without a
written contract—eligible to be on the
council. If the member for Boulder will
read the particular provision in the Bill,
he will find that that is borne out. Some
of the other members who have spoken
have had experience of local government
activities and have made it clear that theee
amendments ‘are necessary in order to
make the work of local governments—
particularly in country areas—possible.

There have been some rather blatant
examples in recent times where either
councillors have had to actually resign their
positions or grave doubts have been thrown
on the legality of their continuing to act
on the council and represent the rate-
payers, because of the faet that in the
comparatively smali community where
they live, it has been necessary for them
to have dealings with the council.

In regard to the other point raised by
the members for Boulder and Beeloo,
about a joint stock company or corpora-
tion nominating someone to represent it
on the ratepayers’ list for voting purposes,
I think that, there again, if the members
would study the speech carefully, as well
as the Bill, they would realise that the
company or corporation is really the rate-
payer; and, in fact, that company is only
appointing that person to be its agent.
The corporation cannot vote. It has to
have @ person to represent it. Really, the
corporation or joint stock company is in
exactly the same position as any other
ratepayer. He appears as the owner of
land in that particular municipality and
the person concerned is nominated as his
agent. If by any chance he either leases
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the property to some other person or
corporation, or sells it, then the ordinary
procedure would be carried out, and the
new owner or lessee would take over and
he would either go on the ratepayers’ list
himself or appoint someone else to act as
his agent.

I think those were the two principal
theories raised. There was one question
regarding rubbish, but I think the member
for Maylands agreed that the definition at
present is satisfactory and will suffice until
the more comprehensive amendments can
be submitted in the new local government
Bill. In the meantime, I think we have
to trust the local authorities to make some
reasonable interpretation of what rubbish
is; and I have no doubt that, as the local
authorities are very close to their rate-
payers, if they do not do so, and there is
any dissatisfaction, it will very soon be
made known to the council or road board
as the case may be,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

As to Committee Stage

MR. PERKINS (Roe—Minister for
Transport) [8.34]): I move—

That the Speaker do now leave the

Chair in order that the Bill may be

considered in Committee.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes—27.
Mr. Bovell 8ir Ross McLarty
Mr. Brand Mr. Nalder
Mr. Burt Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Cornell Mr, O'Connor
Mr. Court Mr. Oldfield
Mr, Cralg Mr. O'Nell
Mr. Crommelin Mr, Owen
Mr. Grayden Mr. Perkins
Mr, Guthrie Mr. Roberts
Mr. Hall Mr. Toms
Dr. Henn Mr. Watts
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Wild
Mr. Lewls Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Mennlng { Teller.)
Noes—18.
‘Mr. Bickerton Mr. Keily
Mr. Brady Mr. Lawrence
Mr, Evans Mr. Moir
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Norton
Mr. Graham Mr. Nulsen
Mr, Hawke Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Heal Mr. Rowbetry
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Sewell
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. Jamleson (Teller.)
Palr.

Aye No

Mr. Mann Mr. Tonkin

Majority for—S8.
Question thus passed.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
{Mr. Cremmelin) in the Chair; Mr. Perkins
(Minister for Transport) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Clause 3--Section 51 amended:

Mr. MOIR,: I am not at all happy about
this clause. It is quite apparent that this
amendment will make it possible for a
corporation or joint stock company to have
its nominee on the roll until notification
is given in writing to the contrary; or
until the town clerk is satisfied. It would
be quite possible, if this amendment were
passed, for an owner, or company, to
nominate someone to be on the roll to
exercise the privileges, and then at a later
date for that man or company to part
with the property or rent a house on it.
The person in occupation of such house
would not have any opportunity of being
on the roll.

I do not know whether this amendment
does not override the other provisions of
the Act. At present under section 49, if
a company has a4 nominee, an occupier of
part of those premises can object and be
placed on the roll instead. However, I am
afraid that under this clause that would
not be possible. The occupier who was
paying rent for the premises could have
nothing to do with the company and
could not be his representative, even if he
was on the rotl. It is quite apparent,
therefore, that if this clause is passed it
will destroy any chances of an occupier
who may be renting the premises having
the preference that he now has under the

Act. I would like the Minister to explain
that.
Mr. PERKINS: This amendment is

designed to enable a company—and there
are many in road distriets which have a
manager or some other person whom they
regard as suitable to be their nominee—
to appoint a nominee. At present he has
to he reappointed {frequently, but this
clause will enable the appointment to con-
tinue until such time as the company
nominates someone else. If, for in-
stance, a manager is shifted to an-
other district, the ordinary practice in
country districts is to appoint the new
manager as the new nominee for the com-
pany. It is a more workable arrangement.

The provision relating to the town clerk
is necessary, so that if a company omits to
change its nominee the position can be
remedied. I cannot agree that this amend-
ment would override any other section of
the Act. These amendments to section
51 are designed only to tidy up the question
of representation, without altering the
general principles of the Aet. I believe
the provision in section 49, to which the
honourable member referred, will still
apply; if it is applicable to any case where
perhaps land was sold or rented to some
Person.

These provisions are being inserted to
take care of the position until the new
legislation is passed by Parliament. The
Bill has been ecarefully considered by
the Local Government Deperiment, and



[Tuesday, 8 September, 1959.]

Mr. White has assured me that the amend-
ments have been carefully checked and
should not be contentious.

Mr. MOIR: I am aware of the provisions
of the Act. In view of the fact that it is
foreshadowed that the consolidated legis-
lation will be brought down next session,
I think the Minister should agree to the
amendment; and he could see how it
operated in the meantime.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 6 put and passed.
Clause 7—Seclion 442 amended:

Mr. BRADY: It is necessary to amend
this clause by including, among the other
facilities that may be provided, swimming
pools ot aquatic centres. There was a
big meeting recently in my electorate, at
which a number of road boards and muni-
cipalities considered the building of an
aguatic centre; but at present, under their
borrowing powers, there is no provision
for swimming pools. I move an amend-

ment—
Page §, Jine 13—Insert after the
word “kindergartens” the words

“swimming pools.”

Mr. PEREINS: I understand that this
power is already Dossessed by local gov-
erning authorities. There is a pool at
Northam, which I understand was built
by two local authorities there.

Mr. Hawke: They did not build it to-
gether.

Mr. PERKINS: I cannot agree to the
amendment without discussing it with the
Local Government Department., The Local
Government Act is a long one; and, as this
is not my department, it may contain
many provisions with which I am not
conversant. I think the honourable mem-
ber should allow the clause to stand as it
is, until the consolidated legislation is
brought down next session. The amend-
ment, if agreed to, might have implica-
tions that are not at present apparent.

Mr. BRADY: I hope the Minister will
accept the amendment. I know that some
of the local government bodies are meeting
shortly to discuss the joint building of
swimming pools; and I think they should
have power to build pools jointly if they
so desire. Some years ago in my elector-
ate a man was prepared to allow the
municipality to have some land on which
to build & swimming pool; but it was
found that one local government body
could not spend its funds in the area of
another local authority, and so the pro-
position fell through.

I did not speak to the second reading of
the measure tonight because, although I
sent the four local authorities in my
electorate copies of the Bill, the senior
members of those hodies were nhot avail-
able; and so I could not speak with
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authority on their behalf in relation to
this question. However, I think the
amendment should he agreed to.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I suppert the amend-
ment, because I think swimming pools
should be among the facilities provided
for in this clause, It is not many years
ago that local authorities could not spend
mohey outside their boundaries to provide
essential services such as infant health
centres, and so on; but we have moved
forward in that regard since the war. I
see no reason why all these facilities
should not be provided by local governing
authorities acting jointly, if they so desire.

The Minister, when speaking to another
Bill a few nights ago, in respect of a clause
which required a constitutional! majority,
said, “In any case, all that will happen will
be that, if the Bill becomes an Act, and the
law is contested in a court, it will be found
that this clause will have no effect.” There-
fore, to use the Minister’s own argument,
were it found that this clause would have
no effect if the suggested words were added,
no harm would be done. Surely the Min~
ilgteg can accept a small amendment of this

ind.

Mr, TOMS: The Minister could agree to
this amendment. I was looking for a loop-
hole for him which might be of assistance
in convineing him that the proposed words
should be added to this clause. If the first
phrase of the proposed amendment were
incorporated in this clause it would ke a
distinet advantage, because I consider that
paragraph 11 of section 442 of the prinei-
pal Act will not permit a municipal council
to act outside its own boundary.

Mr. Hawke: The first part of paragraph
9 might do that in section 442, too.

Mr. TOMS: But it still does not allow
the local authority to move outside its own
boundary; whereas, if the amendment is
agreed to, it will be permitted to do that.
I would therefore ask the Minister to agree
to the amendment. Any project, such as
the establishment of a swimming pool,
would be for the betterment of all local
authorities concerned.

Mr. NORTON: I support the amend-
ment. Recently I had experience, in re-
gard to the proposed construction of =&
swimming pool, whereby a group of road
boards and a municipality wishegd to estab-
lish a pool; but, under the Act, it was found
that it was not possible for them to pool
their funds for a project of this kind. In
many districts there are several road
boards with one or more municipalities
whieh often have one town as their com-
munal centre. It is only right that those
local authorities should be able to pool
their resources for the provision of public
amenities for the benefit of the residents
of their districts. I cannot see why the
addition of the words “swimming pool”
cannot be agreed to.
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Mr. PERKINS: It could be that there is
nothing objectionable in the amendment,
but quite frankly I do not know, and other
members of the Committee do not know,
either, whether it is objectionable or not.

Mr. Hawke: It is purely voluntary on
the part of the local authorities.

Mr, PERKINS: On the other hand, there
is no point in making a mess of legislation
in this Chamber. This measure has heen
before the House for some considerable
time and members have had ample oppor-
tunity to place amendments on the notice
paper. If members have a reasonable time
to consider legislation and they do not
place amendments on the notice paper, I do
not propose to accept them unless it can be
avoided.

Mr. Hawke: You are being childish!

Mr. PERKINS: The Leader of the
Opposition says I am being childish, but I
wonder how many amendments of this
nature he acecepted, in similar circumstan-
ces, when he was on this side of the
Chamber!

Mr. W. Hegney: All the obligations would
be on the local authorities if the words are
added.

Mr. PERKINS: Why should we make a
mess of the legislation?

Mr. Hawke: Childish!

Mr. PERKINS: When the member for
Mt. Hawthorn was a Minister he relied
absolutely on what his departments told
him, and when in the Chamber, he would
not exercise his discretion one iota. When
legislation is prepared by the Parliamen-
tary Draftsman, and when it has been
considered by an officer of the calibre of
Mr. White, who is in charge of the Local
Government Department, I am sure that it
has been thoroughly examined before 1t._ is
brought before the Chamber. In the cir-
cumstances, and in view of the opportunity
members have had to place amendments on
the notice paper, it is undesirable to accept
amendments off the cuff, as it were, which
could cause contradiction in legislation.

Mr. Andrew: The Attorney-General
accepted one from me a fortnight ago.

Mr. PERKINS: It is a different matter
if it is only a drafting amendment, but
this amendment is opening up something
else. In view of the faect thai we are in-
troducing other legislation next year, mem-
bers will have an opportunity of consider-
ing the matter then. It is a great reflec-
tion on the members concerned if they
have not made the effort to have the
necessary alterations made to the Bill if
these complications are occurring—as they
say they are—in the areas they represent.

Mr, HAWKE: We have just listened to
the greatest exhibition of cast-iron con-
servatism ever to have taken place in this,
or any other Parliament of the world, I
should imagine.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Brady: That is an understatement.

Mr. HAWKE: One has only to read the
clause in the Bill to which the member for
Guildford-Midiand has moved an amend-
ment to show how childish the Minister
is. The Minister would give us to under-
stangd that the addition of the words
“swimming pool” could upset the drafting
of the Bill; could create all kinds of dan-
gers for the Local Government Depart-
ment and municipal councils. Has the
Committee ever heard such nonsense? 1
ask the Committee not to be influenced in
any shape or form by what the Minister
has sajd. The amendment will merely
give municipal councils the discretionary
right if, in their opinion, it is desirable,
in the interests of the ratepayers, to estab-
lish a swimming pool either by themselves
or in conjunction with another municipal
council,

Mr. Perkins: A munieipal council can
do that on its own now, of course.

Mr. HAWKE: I hope, therefore, that the
Minister will adopt the commonsense atti-
tude and accept the amendment.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is a ten-
dency among local government bodies to-
day to get together to promote some dis-
triet activity which could not be done by
one local authority. In the Act at pre-
sent & single local authority is unable
to co-operate with another on the estab-
lishment of any project outside the boun-
daries of each particular local authority.
The member for Guildford-Midland has
moved an amendment to add the words
“swimming pools” to the clause, but the
Minister objects because he thinks that
such a provision is covered elsewhere in
the Bill

To my mind it does not seem that the
addition of the words can do any
harm; and, to the best of my knowledge,
there is in the Bill no other provision for
the establishment of swimming pools by a
local authority outside its own bound-
aries, If the other types of construc-
tions are to be included, then swimming
pools should be included. I ask the Mini-
ster to report progress so that more in-
quiries can be made.

Mr. HALL: I support the amendment.
Recently the Press published the great
desire to establish swimming pools in
Australia so as to teach our young people
to swim and fto eliminate delinquency.
Swimming pools established by the local
authorities will give the people in the
country the same amenities as are to be
found on the coastline. The member for
Guildford-Midland is irying to enable
local authorities to raise finance, in con-
Junction with organisations beyond their
boundaries, to achieve the object I am
referring to.

The other point in the amendment con-
cerns the tourist industry. Ne-one can say
that swimming pools built in decentralised
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centres will not be an attraction to tourists.
These swimming pools will help to attract
tourists to country centres. I am sure
that if the Child Welfare Department
were asked its opinion on this matter, it
would say that the establishment of swim-
ming pools in country centres would be a
means of gvercoming the problem of delin-
quency.

Mr. PERKINS: Before amendments like
this are agreed to they should be examined
by the permanent officers of the depart-
ment. There are too many examples in
our legislation of amendments being agreed
to without sufficient consideration and
examination. This amendment may be
entirely innocuous and may not go beyond
what is desired; but in the next session of
Parliament a comprehensive Bill will be
introduced, and there will he an opportun-
ity to achieve the object contained in the
amendment.

I say definitely that I am not prepared
to accept the amendment without an exam-
ination by the Local Government Depart-
ment and the officers responsible for draft-
ing the Bill. If amendments are to be
accepted they must be couched in proper
language so as to achieve the desired
object.

Progress reported.

ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 3rd Sep-
tember.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [9.201: This Bill
is practically on sall fours with the
measure we have just debated, except for
one or two differences, The main one is
the provision for the adoption of a dif-
ferent method of paying the fees of re-
turning officers, deputy returning officers,
and poll clerks, etc.

Difficulty has been experienced in find-
ing the suitable persons to fill these posi-
tions. That is because of the low fees
which are permitted@ under the Act. This
Bill seeks to permit the payment of more
appropriate fees. It provides for an hourly
rate of pay to officers who are required
to work during polling hours, from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. After that period it will also
betpossible for them to be paid an hourly
rate.

There is a further amendment in the
Bill which refers to the need for local
authorities to publish their annual state-
ments in the newspapers at a cost of
£2 10s. We all know they cannot do that
with a limitation of £2 10s. Instead of
doing away with that requirement com-
pletely, the Minister should give thought
to the fact that local authorities experi-
ence no difficulty in publishing statements
in the local Press, and so enable the rate-
payers to he aware of the financial posi-
tion of the road boards.
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In my electorate there are two munici-
palities and one road board covering the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder area. These three—
particularly the road board—do a very
good job. They publish their annual
statements in the local newspaper and
these can be seen by every ratepayer. It
might be thought that that board does not
cover the urban area, but that is not the
case. It covers a large portion of the town.

It is proposed that local authorities
should be given the right to have state-
ments duplicated and sent to those rate-
payers who have intimated that they re-
guire a copy. That preovision may operate
quite well, but it is not as good as the one
in the Act.

Finally, I would point out that it has
not been possible for any member to
place amendments on the notice paper,
because this Bill was introduced only last
Thursday.

MR. PERKINS (Roe—Minister for
Transport—in reply) [9.261: I appreciate
the remarks made by the previous speaker.
The Bill aims to do exactly the same as
the previous measure. The point raised
by the honourable member in regard to
the varying circumstances of local
authorities is applicable, As to publish-
ing the annual statements, the maxi-
mum discretion should bhe allowed to
local authorities. It is still open to them,
under the Bill, to publish their accounts
in the local newspaper if they so desire.
In many cases that is an unwarranted
charge on the local authorities’ funds. It
is considered necessary to pass the amend-
ments contained in the Bill, so that the
maximum discretion ecan be given.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

TOURIST BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 3rd September.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) [9.311: 1
believe that the majority of members of
this Chamber—espec¢ially those on this side
of the House—realise the tremendous
potential for this State in the tourist trade.
When one contemplates that countries
such as the United Kingdom, France, and
Italy, receive more from the tourist indus-
try than from any other one product or
item, one feels there is a definite potential
for the industry in this State.

Members no doubt realise that in the
United Kingdom the tourist industry is
worth something like £115,000,000. When
one remembers that the other night the
Premier said that the Australian industry
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receives something like £10,000,0000, and
when one takes into consideration our
population, one realises that Ausiralia is
missing out badly on the tourist industry.

When one knows of the variations in
climate within this State, which consists of
one-third of Australia in area, and when
one remembers the different types of
scenery, from the Kimberleys to the south-
ern coasht, one realises the attractions we
have to induce tourists to come here. It
will be only a matter of time before the
vast areas of the northern part of the
State will be opened up, and tourists from
all parts of the world will come to Western
Australia to view the scenes in the Kim-
berleys and other centres.

Rising standards of living asre applicable
to practically every country in the world
today. These and the longer periods of
long-service leave, provide the means for
movement by tourists. Also, as you well
know, Mr. Speaker, in this country some
people who are nearing the pensionable
age, and who have a few pounds put away,
will spend their savings on a world trip,
or some other trip, before retiring and
going on the pension.

So with the long-service leave and other
leave periods—and also because of soecial
services—we find now that people are able
to move intrastate and interstate, and are
able to go on overseas trips. World concernsg
that run air, sea, rail, or even road trans-
port, are expanding their industries to cater
for this colossal potential of tourist move-
ment. I believe that neot only we in this
State, but the people in the rest of Aus-
tralia, have to do a great deal more than
is being done at present to encourage and
cater for the movement of people whilst
they are on tour.

I was rather amazed the other night to
hear the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
make his speech, To me his remarks were
astounding, because he appeared to have
very little faith in the potential of the
State from a tourist peint of view. He
gave me the impression that his idea was:
“Well, let us not try.” I say the Premier
is to be complimented for bringing down
the measure; because I consider the RBill,
far from being a gospel of despair—as I
feel the member for Yilgarn’s speech was
—will give a tremendous impetus to the
tourist industry,

Mr. Lawrence: How can it be a tourist
industry?

Mr. ROBERTS: It is an industry; and it
is recognised as such throughout every
country in the world. Many countries, as
1 mentioned before—particularly the
United Kingdom, France, and Italy—press
hard to gain more and more tourists,
especially those from the North American
countries.

Mr. Lawrence: I do not mean that; I
mean, what is it grammatically?

Mr. ROBERTS: I am not worried about
that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Lawrence: Well, I am. You cannot
answer it.

Mr. ROBERTS: I compliment the
Premier on bringing this measure before
the House., The composition of the
authority has received some criticism, but
I feel it has been well considered by the
Premier and his Cabinet colleagues. The
departments mentioned are the main ones
affected by the tourist industry; and I
mention particularly the Main Roads
Department which comes wunder the
Minister for Works, The South-West
members will know of the tremendous
amount of work that this department has
done in the South-West, in opening up
what are today well-patronised tourist
resorts.

I refer particularly to areas in the
electorate of the Minister for Lands.
People go in their thousands, throughout
the tourist season, to places like Eagie Bay,
to witness what is unique, I suppose, on
the Australian coastline—the hauling in
of tons of salmon in the season. That is
a tourist attraction that cannot be seen in
such force in any other part of Australia.
Peopie from all over the State; from all
over Australia; and, indeed, from overseas,
have frequently to my knowledge made
favourable comment on this type of tourist
attraction in the electorate of the Minis-
ter for Lands.

It has been mentioned that tourists like
to see things of historical value. I grant
that. But do not let us forget that people
from the Old World are interested to see
what the people of the New World have
done in a little over 130 years. The
efforts of our predecessors are commend-
able when we consider that Western Aus-
tralia is only 130 years of age.

I can recall a question being put to an
English overseas traveller who had, prior
to coming to Western Australia, been in
every other State of the Commonwealth.
The guestion was as follows: “What was
the thing that impressed you more than
any other thing during your visit through-
out the other States of Australia?” The
answer came back like a flash: “Your
wonderful golden fields.” That question
was put, and the answer given in Febru-
ary when our fields were parched to a
golden celour. But their colour was
something new to that person; and she
had heen in every country of the world.
That was what impressed her.

I was told by a gentleman who is well
known to, I would say, the majority of
members here, that Miami wished it had
what a certain well-known town in this
State has—golden beaches; blue seas; and
so on, Miami got its name only as a result
of the businessmen there deciding it was
high time that they, as individuals, took
advantage of the tremendous potential
they had. They called in a well-known
and well-recognised firm of advertising
consultants who, to cut a long story short,
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broadeast that Miami was the millionaires’
playground; and in a very short space of
time it was so. Let us, therefore, through
the efforts of this authority, broadcast the
fact that we have attractions here that
tourists are keen to see.

One other point that I feel I should
stress is that no matter whether tourists
are interstate, intrastate, or overseas
tourists, we should instil in their minds
the fact that we have attractions here
that will interest their friends. Let them
return to their particular spheres of
activity—and to where they live—and let
them become ambassadors for our State.

Mr. Lawrence: I think we will put you
on TV,

Mr. ROBERTS: But do not let us over-
look the fact that no matter who the
tourist is, we have to make him welcome;
we have to give him the services he re-
quires; and, no matter whether he has £5,
£100, or £1,000 in his pocket to spend, we
have to make sure that he has decent food
and accommodation. I doubt whether any
member would disagree that they are the
two main essentials.

In the past, we in this State have
expended £15,000 to £20,000 annually on
the promotion of tourist activities, but we
have not spent enough. The authority
proposed by this Bill will be able to collate
the information from all centres where
tourists congregate; and it will be able
to publicise the various attractions of
those centres in a brochure so that the
people of the world will have the oppor-
tunity of reading about what facilities
and attractions we have in this State.

T was surprised when I had a look at
the Commonwealth and State Year Books
that I could get no information as to the
number of tourists or the money they had
spent. When I investigated the matter I
realised how difficult it would be to assess
how much tourists spend in a State like
Western Australia; or for that matter, how
much they spend in Australia.

Mr. Lawrence: I would suggest it is
impossible.

Mr. ROBERTS: Mention has been made
of hotel accommodation. I have a letter
in reply to one which I wrote. I suppose
I had some temerity in making the initial
approach; nevertheless, I thought an
interesting comment was made in reply
to my letter. The reply reads—

On the question of building first-
class hotels, this company has had
mixed feelings for some little time as
to the right course to pursue.

Mr. Evans: To whom are you referring?
Mr. ROBERTS: The letter goes on—

However, it is now firmly resolved
that any future investments by us
will not be in hotels but in motels, and
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we have already committed our ex-
penditure for the next 2% years for
certain motels to be built in a number
of places.

Mr. Crommelin: Who is the letter from?

Mr. ROBERTS: 1 am not going to di-
vulge that at this stage, but it was from a
company which is very interested in
tourist activities throughout Australia. It
goes to show the planning that is neces-
sary. This private concern of some magni-
tude has planned ahead for 24 years.

Mr. Evans: Will you lay that letter on
the table of the House?

1_1\4,Ir. ROBERTS: I will do nothing of the
sort.

Mr. Evans: You have quoted from it.

Mr. ROBERTS: It makes no difference;
let the honourable member read his
Standing Orders. I read that letter to
show members that the trend today is for
motels rather than hotels, and that plan-
ning has to be done for a long time ahead.
I am confident that the Premier will be
able to get this proposed authority to plan
a long way ahead in regard to tourist
promotion in Western Australia. No doubt
there are @ great number of people who
could be encouraged, when visiting our
State, to utilise certain services that we
have at present.

I do not want members to think that
I am heing parochial sbout this matter:
but there is a first-class train called the
Australind. By publicity we could prob-
ably get many of our interstate and over-
seas visitors to make the daily run down
the South Coast on that train. I feel
sure they would be amazed at the potential
that is there for the picking. I would like
to put this thought in the Premier’s mind:
A special coach could be set aside for
tourists and someone could give & running
commentary during the trip to tell people
about the country through which they
were passing.

I have travelled on that train rather
exfensively during the last four years, and
it is amazing the humber of times that
tourists, especially interstate visitors, have
sat beside me, and asked me questions as
to what the country produces, what the
climate is like, what the rainfall is, and
s0 on. They are interested, and they have
proved it by the questions they have asked.
Either the Premier or the Minister for
Railways could give consideration to that
aspect, because the drivers of tourist buses
give running commentaries as they travel
through the South-West. Travellers on
these coaches are given all sorts of
information as to the potential of the
countryside through which they are
passing.

Mr. Lawrence: How much of the coast-
line do you see when you are travelling
down on the train?



1454

Mr. ROBERTS: None. Even when
travelling on the old coast road one sees
very little of the coastline. Nevertheless,
the train passes through some wonderfully
productive country, and it amazes many
of our tourists. I am more than pleased
that the Premier and his colleagues have
seen fit to introduce a Bill of this kind
to the Chamber. There is no doubt that
a tourist authority should be set up in
this State, and all those who are now con-
cerned with the tourist trade agree that
we should have such an authority.

Mr. W. Hegney: What do you think
of the constitution of the authority?

Mr. ROBERTS: The member for
Merredin-Yilgarn said that the authority
should be set up on a fifty-fifty hasis be-
tween the Government and private enter-
prise. Tourists have been coming to this
State for many years, and there is no
question as to who has expended the

money nhecessary Jfor the welfare of
tourists.
Mr. Hawke: The tourists.

Mr. ROBERTS: No; private enterprise.
Private enterprise has done a magnificent
job in this State in the past for private
enterprise—

Mr., W. Hegney:
rect.

Mr. ROBERTS:. I mean for the tourist
industry. It is my intention whole-
heartedly to support this measure,

MR. BRADY {Guildford-Midland}
[9.551: Before the Bill is put to the vote,
I wish to have a few words to say about
it because, like the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn, I think the Premier, in introduc-
ing it, is introducing something which is
10 to 15 years before its time.

Mr. Brand: By jove, you are a pro-
gressive sort!

Mr. BRADY: The Premier will see,
before long that he is not half as progres-
sive as he thinks, when he has to meet
a lot of the expenditure that is involved.
He will find the Treasury is getting
emptier, and emptier, and emptier.

Mr. Brand: We found it empty when
we went there, so what does it matter?

Mr. BRADY: If the Premier would give
extra monhey to the Tourist Bureau as it
is at present constituted and run by the
Government, it would be able to do all
the things that he visualises will be done
if this Bill is passed; and the Tourist
Bureau would gef al}! the results he wants.
I can recollect deputising for the Minister
for Tourists in the past Government. On
one occasion I went to Busselton; and at
that conference there were representatives
from Albany, Pemberton, Margaret River,
Geraldton, and Busselton. I do not think
Bunbury was represented, because it
was having somme trouble with its tourist
bureau at the time, and that town did not
bother to send a representative.

That is perfectly cor-
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Mr. Roberts: That is correct.

Mr. BRADY: The Government Tourist
Bureau had a representative at the con-
ference, and I found that that organisation
was really on the ball; it was obvious that
it was going places. In my opinion, Mr,
Killerby of Busselton knows as much
about tourism—not the tourist industry—
a5 any man in Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: What is the difference?

Mr. BRADY: The difference is that one
is not an industry and the other is one
way of encouraging tourists to see the
State. How can we apply the word “in-
dustry” to something that is neot an
industry?

Mr. Bovell: Of course it is an industry!
It gives employment to thousands of
peaple.

Mr. BRADY: The Premier has referred
to it as tourism, and I am prepared to
accept that deflnition for the time being.
But why overlook the people who have
been doing a job, and deing it well, for
many years?

Mr. Brand: They won't be overlocked by
any means.

Mr. BRADY: These people could be given
extra money by the Government to step
up their activities; they would get all the
results which the Government visualises by
the passing of this legislation.

As I see it, we have two kinds of tourists
—those who come from overseas, mainly
from America, and those who are local.
For the time being we in Western Australia
can only hope to deal with local tourists
—that is, interstate and intrastate tourists.
If we try to cater for these people and
those overseas tourists who may happen to
come this way, I think we will be doing
all that is possible for the time being. If
we get ourselves involved in establishing
authorities that will spend £50,000 or
£100,000 a year, and which will not bring
about the results we hope for, it could
become a financial embarrassment for the
State Government.

The automobile associations, such as the
R.A.C. and those who are dealing in the
selling of cars; the shipping firms; and
the airways firms, could step up their in-
terests in tourism to ensure that their
particular forms of transport were well
patronised. They are already doing it,
because hardly a week goes by without one
receiving a brochure from an oil company,
an automobile company, an aeroplane
company, or a shipping company, bhoth in
Australia and in Western Australia, show-
ing what they are doing for tourists. I
think the previous Minister (the member
for Merredin-Yilgarn), who has travelled
extensively, and who has considered this
matter for a long time, was on the ball
when he said we should try to encourage
the local Tourist Bureau and its activities,
rather than set up a new authority.
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I was with the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn when he paid a visit to the Gold
Coast last year. Queensland has no more
attractions than we have, except that it
is perhaps closer to the people in the
Pacific Islands. Anybody who knows the
activities of shipping companies will know
that at the moment they are specialising
in an endeavour to encourage American
tourists to visit the capital cities of the
Eastern States.

We cannot hope to get all those tourists
from overseas who are brought to Australia
as a result of the activities of the shipping
companies in the Pacific. But we will get
some. That brings me to the point that
of the 10,000,000 people in Australia, ap-
proximately 8,500,000 are in the other
States of the Commonwealth. We should
set ourselves out to cater for them. We
have the attractions and the interests in
Western Australia to encourage these
people to come here.

I recollect having gone up to Darwin on
one of our State ships about eight years
ago. On that boat there was a gentleman
named Sir Herbert Hyland, who is the
Leader of the Country Party in Victoria
today. He said that if the people in
Victoria and New South Wales could see
the attractions of our North-West coast,
and get an opportunity to travel on our
State ships they would flock over here in
their thousands, because there were in-
teresting features in our Neorth-West and
along our western coast that could not
" be matched in Queensiand.

What is more, he said that a lot of the
pecple in Queensland and the other States
get sick and tired of going to the Barrier
Reef every cther year, and viewing some-
thing they had seen half a dozen times, I
would say that Sir Herbert Hyland would
not lightly make such statements. He would
be a gentlemen who has travelled exten-
sively and would know what he is talking
ahout.

If the Premier, or the Minister for North-
West, or the Minister in charge of State
ships, could have a lock at the possibility
of organising a State shipping service to
cater for tourists from the Eastern States,
a great deal of interest would be evinced
in the North-West in addition to that
which it is recelving today. Some of these
tourists might even take up permanent
residence in that area.

Whether they go up by State ships or
not, the fact remains thaf with the modern
roads we have today, and with the modern
air transport which is in operation, one
could go almost around the whole of West-
ern Australia in 24 hours. It may not be
generally known, but MacRgobertson Milter
Airways of Western Australia will be in-
stalling, before Christmas, a new form of
transport called the Fokker Friendship.

These aircraft travel along our North-
West coast. They leave Perth at 6 o'clock
in the morning and arrive in Darwin at
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4.25 pm. This means it takes 10 howrs
26 minutes from Perth to Darwin. On
the other hand there is the slower-moving
transport which will satisfy people who
want to have a real rest on the boats
going up the North-West coast, Then
again there is the other type of tourist
who will be coming over from the Eastern
States, bringing with him his caravan,

I remember that the last time I was
travelling North I met a man, his wife, and
family, outside Port Hedland. He asked
me; “What are the roads like further
North?” I told him the worst roads wauld
be between Carnarvon and Port Hedland,
and he replied that the roads here were
excellent; that they had not as good roads
in the Eastern States, He was travelling
to Darwin. I would like to point out that
from Darwin to Mt. Isa there is an all-
black road. In a few years’ time we will
have hundreds and thousands of tourists
coming from the Eastern States, travelling
up North and going back through Mt.
Isa into Brisbane, New South Wales and
Victoria.

There are also the tourists who will
travel north by way of our North-West
ports, coming down from Darwin {o Alice
Springs, a distance of 900 miles, over an
all-black road, which takes about 12 to 16
hours. So it will be seen that those facilities
are already available, As I said hefore, the
automehile companies, oil companies, the
aercplane companies, and the shipping
companies are already plugging their line
for tourist travel. All we need is some
assistance to help the Tourist Bureau to
co-ordinate what it is already doing. With
all this talk of motels, one can quite easily
visualise a motels assoctation being formed
in a very short time.

All these organisations will cater for
tourists. As I have said before, we have a
tourist potential of 8,500,000 people from
the Eastern States, and if we cater for
those people we will be doing very well in-
deed. The member for Bunbury earlier
referred to a statement he had heard about
Miami. I heard it said rather differently.
As I understood it, a man from California
vigsited Perth and said that we had the
climate here, in Western Australia, that
California thinks it has. To my knowledge,
that has been repeated in half a dozen
places,

There are many attractions in Western
Australia, particularly in the North, which
could interest tourists, especially the pearl-
ing industry, the fishing industry, the
mining industry, and the asbestos industry.
This would provide a most interesting fea-
ture for tourists. That brings me to what
I consider is one of the greatest draw-
backs of the North-West. I refer to lack
of suitable accommodation.

That is one of the gvenues in which the
Government could consider spending
money; it could supply suitable hotel
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accommodation. If the Government pro-
poses to sell the State hotels, it should give
consideration to either subsidising hotel ac-
commodation in that area, or else go in
for the hotel business itself. I believe it
would be a payable proposition; and while
bringing in revenue for the Government,
it would at the same time encourage those
tourists that we hope to attract to Western
Australia.

I feel that even in the metropolitan area
the Tourist Bureau has not co-ordinated
the tourist activities as much as it could
have done. I know Mr. Miller and his staff
are doing the best they can with the limi-
ted finance available to them; but when we
know that there are only about 10 tourist
bureaux in Western Australia while there
are 30 or 40 towns that could have them,
it would indicate that there is not the co-
ordination and co-operation that is so very
necessary to promote tourism.

In my electorate the taxi drivers, in
particular Mr. Calnon, are prepared to
run trips into the hills area for tourists.
They could run them into National Park, the
vineyard country, the Swan Valley, the
Chittering Valley, the Helena Valley, the
Darling Range and the Kalamunda district.
They do not seem to receive any encourage-
ment from the Tourist Bureau in Perth or
from the State Government.

I agree with what was said by the
member for Bunbury that if we cater more
for tourists they will become the adver-
tisers of the attractions of this State. I
have often visited Bunbury and thought it
would be a good suggestion for a commen-
tary to be given on the tourist trains and
buses to point out the attractions and the
history of the places along the journey.
That would be most helpful to tourists.

At present travelling to Port Augusta
on the Trans-line, the traveller leaves
Kalgoorlie at 5 o’clock and arrives in Port
Augusta within 24 hours, but he does not
know what can be seen along the Trans-
line. There was a time when the trains
pulled up at three or four spots to enable
the traveller to see the country and to
become aware of its history. Nowadays a
traveller can go all over Western Austra-
lin but learn nothing about the districts.

The Tourist Bureau and those in charge
of the industry should make arrangements
for a commentary to be given on the his-
tory of the various spots along the Trans-
line; of the help given to the people living
along that line; of the help given to the
natives; of the setting up of water supplies;
and of the steps taken to maintain the
health of those living along the line.
Apparently nobody seems to pay heed to
those aspects.

There are hundreds of tourists from the
Eastern States every year visiting centres
like Bunbury. Geraldton, and Kalgoorlie,
but nobody here bothers to tell them what
can he seen. When they leave they do
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not know of our attractions; consequently
neither they nor their friends return for
a visit to this State.

I can speak of the possibilities of the
tourist traffic around Alice Sprines, the
Blackstone Range, Giles, Warburton,
Laverton, and Wiluna. A road is being
built by the Commonwealth authorities
to connect those centres.

Those are centres to which the tourists
could be attracted. Whilst I would warn
anyone against visiting those places
without taking a trailer with drums of
water and petrol, because of the great
danger of perishing without adequate
supplies, I would also point out that there
are attractions to be found. At present
there are no petrol stations, no water
supplies to speak of, and no food supplies
to be obtained between Laverton and Alice
Springs.

Mr, Brand: The tourist reading this will
be frightened out of the State.

Mr. BRADY: The tourist visiting those
places will find himseif stranded and in
great difficulties if there is a lack of water
and petrol.

Mr. Bovell: Who in his wildest imagina-
tion would suggest Warburton as a tourist
resort?

Mr. BRADY: I say that in years to come
those centres could become attractive to
wealthy tourists from Eurcope or America.
Attractions are to be found there which
are not seen anywhere else. :

Mr. Bovell: Have you heen there?

Mr. BRADY: Several times. I have
visited centres which the Minister is not
likely to visit. The couniry around the
Warburton Ranges is unique. MacRobert-
son Miller Airways are becoming increas-
ingly aware of the potential tourist
attractions in that area. Some of the best
landing places in Australia are to be found
there. There are excellent landing grounds
at Giles, Blackstone Range, and Warburton.
About every 150 to 200 miles there is
an excellent landing ground. In these
places there are unique features which
cannot be seen anywhere else.

Already the people from Alice Springs
are running regular trips to Ayers Rock,
which is about 250 miles from Alice Springs
in a westerly direction. That is only
another 150 miles to the Blackstone Range
or Giles. I cen appreciate the fact that
the tourist going there in the summer time
will be made uncomfortable by the heat,
but there are other times besides summer
when air tours can be arranged.

I could go on speaking at length about
many other places, but I shall not do sa.
It would pay the Tourist Bureau to sub-
sidise tourists visiting towns like Wiluna
in the Murchison electorate. ‘There are
many unique features around there. Where
there was a population of 10,000 to 15,000
years ago, there is now a ghost town; but
the magnificient hotels still remain.
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O'Shaughnessy’s is a licensed hotel, and
it has accommodation for 20 to 30
tourists. There is excellent scenery and
a landing ground there. There is the iron-
stone range which is about 20 miles from
Wiluna, from which the ore can be mined
and sent overseas. Those are a few of the
possibilities for attracting tourists to
Wiluna. What I say can also apply to
half a dozen places in that electorate, and
to centres such as Port Dennison and Don-
gara, in which the Premier is interested.

The Premier should provide more funds
to the Tourist Bureau so that its agencies
can be expanded. In conjunction with
the ather organisations I have mentioned
—the R.A.C., the shipping companijes, and
the airline companies—the Tourist Bureau
would be able to attract to Western
Australia, all the tourists it desires. I regret
I have to oppose the secand reading.

[The Depuly Speaker (Mr. Crommelin)
took the Chair.]

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [10.20]: It
is not possible for me to generate any great
enthusiasm for this Bill. About the most
generous I can be is to assert that in my
opinion, whilst it will not do a great
amount of good, it will not do any great
harm if it becomes the law of the land, I
have always had an appreciation of those
people who attempt to do something, even
if their efforts subsequently are proved to he
unfruitful; and for that reason, if for none
other, I pay tribute to the Government for
seeking to do something in connection
with the all-important question of tourists.

To me, the composition of the authority
is out of tune completely with the very
many expressions we have heard from
members of the Government, and people
who support it. This is supposed to be a
private enterprise Government. And yet we
find that this authority to be set up com-
prises eight individuals, of whom five are
departmental officers and one 'is repre-
sentative of some local governmental
activity, leaving only two of the eight to
comprise members who have an interest
in the tourist trade. In other words, the
dice is loaded: six votes to two against
them immediately.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you object to
the Bill because of that?

Mr. GRAHAM: No; I object to the Bill
because the approach to the formation of
this authority is, in my view, totally un-
real. It could be said that the taxi people
have an interest in {ourists; and that the
railways have an interest in tourists. It
is said that the Main Roads Department
constructs highways. I know that the
Public Works Department construects
bridges, builds schools, or erects public
hospitals, However, whatever its particu-
lar activity, all sections of the community,
because of those activities, do impinge
upon the reaction of visitors to our State.
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Departmental officials probably do not
know the first thing about the require-
ments of tourists; they are people who are
skilled in their particular departments or
professions to provide the many require-
ments of the people of Western Australia.
They have their part to play in the ordin-
ary course of their business. But surely
this is an age of specialists, and we should
therefore give consideration to people who
know everything that is to be known about
publicity and advertising.

We should give consideration to those
whose job it is to provide accommeodation
and catering in its very many aspects.
Catering and entertainment in the matter
of nightclubs to appeal to certain of our
visitors could perhaps be bracketed
together. There is the organisation of con-
ducted tours and the proper signposting of
our highways to ensure that people who are
moving about within our State know where
they are at any given time, and are able
to see for themselves directions as to the
course or route they should follow in order
to get to another place of their choosing.
There are fransport organisations—
whether it be hire-cars or public trans-
port as we know it, whether in the air
or running along the ground. Surely it is
important that we have properly cor-
related schedules and timetabling to
ensure that there is arrival at reasonable
hours as well as departure, and so on.

80 all of those people who either attract
visitors to our State or who deal directly
with people after they have arrived and
administer to their wants and require-
ments are the specialists in these things
and accordingly would be in a position to
make some sort of a contribution if this
proposed authority is to mean anything
at all.

I do not want to appear to be unduly
critical, but to me the proposal is almost
laughable. One to represent the Minister
for Lands! In all seriousness, what quali-
fications have the Under Secretary for
Lands, the Assistant Under Secretary for
Lands, the Surveyor-General, the Chief
Draftsman, the staff clerk, the records
clerk, or any of the draftsmen—or carto-
graphers as they call themselves today?
If I could turh back the hands of time, I
would not have been an ex-draftsman, but
an ex-cartographer. What in the course
of their experience and {raining has pre-
pared them to become part of this State
instrumentality to attract and develop
what is called in the Bill a tourist in-
dustry?

Mr. Bovell: They know the State inside
out: the parks, gardens, caves, and re-
serves. They have been associated with
these things all their lives.

Mr. GRAHAM: These things would be
known to many people; but this is an
attempt to attract people from other parts
of the Commonwealth and from other
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parts of the world. Lots of them have
never heard of Western Australia. Many
of them will have developed habits; and
it is our purpose to change those habits so
that they will venture to Western Austra-
lia. Then having arrived here, we will
provide something for them. One to be
nominated by the Minister for Works!

Mr. W. Hegney: The Minister for no
works now!

Mr. GRAHAM: Again, the prineipal
activity of the Public Works Department
and its sister, the Water Supply Depart-
ment, is surely to erect public buildings,
schools, hospitals, additions to Parliament
House, and so on; to undertake certain
engineering works, provide water supplies,
harbours, jetties, and that sort of thing.
The person who comes here from Chicago,
Manchester, Poona, or anywhere else has
surely seen works of that nature on a
much greater scale and of larger pro-
portions.

After all, they would merely be buildings
and works, and of no particular interest to
the tourist. The specialist would atiract
these people, entertain them, escort them,
and make certain they have first-class
accommodation; all the facilities that you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, and I would seek
if we went to another part of the Common-
wealth or another part of the State.

One shall be nominated by the Minister
administering the Main Roads Depart-
ment! That department is responsible for
the construction of roads, for the erection
of bridges, the installation of traffic lights,
and the placing of some white marks on
our roads. Again, what relationship have
they to people who are pleasure bent, and
who come here for a new experience?
They come here for the purpose of seeing
things they have never seen before.

Mr. Court: Would they not be vital in
giving access to some of those places?

Mr. GRAHAM: I think that is getting
away from the question altogether.
Mr. Bovell: That is just it.

Mr. GRAHAM: The tourist development
authority will go into all those matters;
and then surely it will make recommenda-
tions to the Government that a tourist
road should he constructed, skirting
Busselton and going hither, thither, and
yon. Then it is the responsibility of the
Main Roads Department. It is expert in
the comstruction of roads. But I suggest
it is not expert in dealing with tourists
and attracting them here and providing
them with their wants. The roads are
only a medium to get them from point A
to point B and beyond, They do not
provide the entertainment, spectacle, or
interest that these people have come here
to enjoy.

One shall be nominated by the Treasury!
I suppose it is necessary to safeguard the
funds. But surely if this authority is
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under the jurisdiction of a Minister, that
part could be catered for without a repre-
sentative of the Treasury being on this
authority! Similarly, I can envisage some-
thing approaching a dog-fight when we
think of all the country local authorities,
municipal councils, and road boards; be-
cause between them there is to be one
representative on this authority. Shall it
be the Geraldton Municipal Council, the
Bunbury Municipal Council, the Albany
Municipal Council, or the Capel Road
Board?

Mr. Roberts: It would satisfy all local
authorities if the individual concerned was
imbued with the idea of promoting the
tourist trade.

Mr, GRAHAM: Yes; but I think with a
special bias and interest in those people
in his particular locality. At any rate,
owing to the very nature of things, his
horizon would be exceedingly limited. His
knowledge could conceivably extend no
further than the boundaries of the local
authority concerned. And by what process
has he learned the formula by which
peopte in the thousands are attracted to
any area—in this case, the State of
Western Australia?

These people are seeking vantage points,
accommeodation, and interest generally. I
think it would have been far better to
set up an authority comprising five, seven,
or eight individuals, and to select those
people because of their association with
certain activities, or bhecause of their
special knowledge as individuals.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: You could still

have made .the same critical speech even
then,

Mr. Bovell: He certainly would have,

Mr. GRAHAM: I think {hat is being
a little unfair. I have already paid a
tribute to the Government for making an
attempt to do something. Because I dis-
agree with certain provisions in the Bill,
I am not criticising those features destrue-
give]y but{ am saying that I am endeavour-
ing—

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I did not say
yvou would have done so. I said you could
still have made just as critical a speech.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am endeavouring to
fill another role this evening by not being
destructive merely for the sake of being
destructive. I feel that perhaps I could
proceed with greater clarity and greater
brevity without these interruptions which
are being made from time to time.

Mr, Ross Hutchinsen: We all have to
put up with those at times.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am somewhat dis-
appointed that there is no representative
from metropolitan authorities, if local
authorities are to receive representation
as is proposed in the Bill. Surely it can
be accepted by all of us that 99 per cent,
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of the people who come to Western Aus-
tralia will come to the capital of the State.
Who amongst the members in this Cham-
ber tonight have been to New South Wales
without calling at Sydney? 1 venture to
suggest, nobody at all. Therefore, it is of
prime importance that everything in the
garden should be lovely in the City of
Perth. To a very great extent, Perth will
be the base; and depending on the re-
sources of the visitors and the time at
their disposal, they will radiate north,
south, or east, according to their wishes
and according io the publicity and in-
formation given to them when they arrive
here.

Mr, Roberts: Surely you must admit
that the major portion of this State's
population lives in the metropolitan area:
and they, in turn, during their holidays
are tourists and will move out of the
metropolitan area.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 concede that; but of
100 people coming to Western Australia,
100—or near enough to 100—will come to
Perth; and of that number perhaps five,
six, or ten will go to Bunbury. Perhaps a
similar number will go to Albany, Gerald-
ton, and the other places scattered round
about. However, practically all of them
will come to Perth; and it is essential that
there should be available accommodation
—not all luxury accommodation, because
I think the number of persons able %o
afford and desiring that type of accom-
meodation would be very limited in the
overall—of a humble and homely type. It
should be clean; the food should be good;
the service should be Al; and so on. Be-
cause it is surely achieving nothing if,
having come to Perth the capital, they
are disapbointed with what they see and
experience and catch the next plane home
instead of venturing further afleld, To
them, if Perth is second-rate, the natural
expectation would be that the places
further afield would be of a lower standard
still. This is one of the weaknesses in the
measure,

I think that the member for Mt. Lawley
was right when he suggested that if tour-
ists are to be attracted it requires some-
thing gigantiec, sensational, spectacular,
and something out of the ordinary. I know
this is a ecomparatively new country. But
if there were a Niagara Falls, Swiss Alps,
Grand Canyon, or something of that
nature, people would come thousands of
miles to see them.

However—and let us be honest about it
—whilst the countryside is very pleasant,
that would be equally the position in very
many parts. Whilst we have fine forests
—and I take second place to no-one in
my desire to preserve them—most States
of the Commonwealth have tall timbers
of very little difference from our own; and
some of the States have even more in-
teresting forest belts than ours.
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Except for the person who has some
detailed or technical knowledge of timber,
the fact that we have some spectacularly
iall trees does not mean very much; and
whether he sees them in this State or else-
where makes little difference to him. He
can probably see all these things in other
States, by travelling much shorter dis-
tances; and without some of the incon-
veniences that may have to be endured
here.

We have wildflowers of which we are
very proud; but no matter how unigue or
beautiful they may be, I cannot imagine
anyone coming from some other part of
the worid to Western Australia just to see
them. We must be realistic in regard to
this question. Our climate is beautiful; but
if someone wants to see Niagra Falls, the
Grand Canyon of Colorado, or the Sphinx
in Egypt, one is probably prepared to put
up with some inconvenience through bad
weather or something else of that nature,
Many people desire to see such tremendous
works of nature or of ancient man, and will
go a long way to satisfy that desire.

If one is domiciled temporarily in
Melbourne, one has only to go compara-
tively a stone’s throw to see many unusual
and attractive features which cover broadly
—and T use the term “broadly” advisedly—
anything we have in Western Australia.
The Premier and his Ministers will no
doubt agree that, ours being a young coun-
try, so vast in area, so limited in popula-
tion, and with so much requiring to he done,
whether it be the provision of septic sewer-
age in schools, or the building of hospitals,
drainage, waler supplies, roads, wharves,
jetties and so on, we have hardly reached
the stage where we can afford to devote not
only funds—because that may be a secon-
dary consideration—but also our energies to
catering for a luxury type of business for
visitors with cheques in their pockets.

Mr. Roberts: Can we afford not to?

Mr. GRAHAM: Are we to erect a
£1,000,000 hotel and employ our manpower
producing the materials for it and con-
structing it: and provide more motorcars,
night eclubs and other luxury features for
tourists, while we have from 50 to 70
children in a classroom in many of our
schools; and while people in certain areas
are crying to the heavens for water,
because they have not sufficlent for drink-
ing or domestic purposes?

I do not regard money as being of the
utmost importanece; and I only wish Com-
monwealth Governments—I refer to them
all and do not put this on a Party basis—
would place money In its proper perspec-
tive—shadows of the late Bill Marshall, the
deceased member for Murchison! He
always maintained that money was a ticket
system to assist us to do those things which
we were physically capable of doing. Some
day, no doubt, that stage may be reached.

In a State such as this, is it desirable
that some hundreds of our people—
many hundreds—should be walking around
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with serviettes over one arm and the
other arm stretched out for a tip, open-
ing and closing doors and saying, “Yes,
Sir” or “Yes, Madam"”, and bowing and
seraping—things somewhat foreign to
Australians—rather than that they should
be engaged in design and construction of
water supplies, schools, hospitals, and so
on?

My, Court:
having both?

Mr. GRAHAM: But so much remains to
be done—

Mr. Brand: And always will!

Mr. GRAHAM: I am wondering whether
this is the time to proceed with a tourist
industry on a grand scale. If the wildest
expectations of the Premier in this regard
were realised, I think Western Australia
would be embarrassed.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The pioneers found
time and energy and money to build
museums and art galleries. We must have
a balance.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will go 99 per cent. of
the way with the Minister for Health; be-
cause beople do not mind doing things for
themselves. However, to use the term
loosely, the tourists will be foreigners com-
ing here; and when we find a chap with a
Yankie drawl seeking a taxi or a special
booking for a theatre, or something of that
nature, human nature being what it is, he
will get preference over the native Western
Australian; and that will cause resentment.
If the Government is subsidising hotels to
enable them to install swimming pools,
badminton courts, or whatever amenities
might be necessary for tourists, while the
people of Leonora or elsewhere are going
without water supplies or additions to their
schools, there will be an outery: and so I
return to the principle of putting first
things first.

We should not be misled by the compli-
mentary references made to Western Aus-
tralia by visitors. It is only natural for
persons of good breeding and good
manners to pay compliments to their hosts;
and particularly to pay tribute to any
features that appeal to them particularly.
Which of us has not committed the breach,
in our own social circles, of laying it on a
little bit thick and of being flattering and
perhaps over-generous to those who have
been our hosts?

I have heard references to the Swan
River and to King’s Park—both undeniably
beautiful. But it has been my good fortune
in more recent years to see some of the
majestic grandeur in other parts of Aus-
tralia, on a much greater scale than we
have in the city of Perth or in the metro-
politan area. Is anyone likely to come
from Liverpocl to lock at the Swan River
or King’s Park? Let us be realistic in this
regard.

Haven’'t you thought of

[ASSEMBLY.]

I do not want my remarks to be miscon-
strued. This is a delightful city, with
delightful people and a beautiful climate;
but persons who travel many thousands
of miles as tourists seek, I believe, a little
more than that. I do not know to what
extent we could cater for visilors with
something distinctive and distinetly West-
ern Australian, because most of the things
we have can be seen in an approximate
form in other parts of the Commonwealth
which are not as isolated; or else in other
parts of the world.

The other evening another member of
this Chamber and I had a discussion along
these lines: that perhaps a portion of
King's Park, or some other territory where
there is still some native bush-—even if it
be second class—could be used for the
purpose of corroborees, as an example,
where the original inhabitants of this
country could use their native gear, paints,
and se on, in bush surroundings, with
camp fires and other lighting set up for
the purpose.

It is of no use taking a person for a
drive around the countryside, because there
is nothing sufficiently spectacular about it
to interest him. Therefore I think we
would be well-advised to give some thought
to developing something which has charac-
teristics peculiar to Western Australia,
taking advantage of natural features but
impc :ing other things as well, I have
never been to New Zealand; but there
they have hot springs, lakes, and high
mountains; they have Maoris in their
native costumes, and many native build-
ings. No doubi it is a great attraction for
people to visit that country.

Mr. Roberts: Our caves are well re-
nowned.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. But I
wonder whether that is so to the extent
necessary to attraet people in any great
numbers?

Mr. Roberts: They have not been suf-
ficiently publicised.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 do not seek to argue
that point. It is frue that there are many
places of interest, and some of them are
unique to Western Australia. But T am
wondering whether they have the glamour,
the grandeur and the enormity of dimension
about them such as is necessary to attract
the average person who travels any dis-
tance, and who has the resources to enable
him so to do. Those briefly are my views
on the matter. I say for the third time:
While I do not think this authority will
achieve much, nevertheless I compliment
the Government on giving it a go and
endeavouring to do something.

I firmly believe that the authority as
envisaged by the Bill will not meet up
with reality. Let us get someone from
W.A. Newspapers, who knows something
about advertising and publicity. Let us
get an enterprising person from the hotel



[Tuesday, 8 September, 1859.1

trade, who knhows something about cater-
ing. Let us get somebody who is familiar
with the requirements, ranging from baby
scooters to hire-cars and aeroplane travel,
to the hiring of punts and cances to
utilise the river and so forth. They are
the people who know what is required;
they are the people who are able to
develop all sorts of schemes which appeal
to the visitors whom we hope to attract
to this State. Let us have two specialists
in sporting attractions, in entertainment,
and in night life—concerts and movies,
expeditions to beaches, and so on. These
people could be obtained in Western Aus-
tralia. Let us commence immediately a
school of training so that we can get them
to undertake the very many specialist
tasks that are necessary if this plan is
to succeed,

One of the criticisms that I have heard
of the Government Tourist Bureau, for
instance, is that very largely it has clerks
who have grown up, matured, and received
promotion in the Public Service. A clerk
will, for instance, go from the Lands De-
partment to the Tourist Bureau; but
tourist work is specialist work in the mat-
ter of public relations and knowing the
details of one’s own State, and something
of those who visit us from other States
and other countries, and the problems
that beset them when they arrive in
strange surroundings. Many of our habits
and customs are quite different, and that
is one of the problems that face those en-
gaged in the tourist trade.

I know that all this is somewhat long-
term; nevertheless there are some in the
community who at least have many of
these qualifications; and therefore it would
be far better to select individuals because
of their personal qualifications, experience
and enthusiasm rather than to nominate
representatives from a whole series of
Government departments and set up a
body the members of which, by the very
nature of things, could not have a great
deal of imagination. I do not think they
would have the enthusiasm and drive
necessary to compete; and, after all, the
visitors we hope to attract are at pres-
ent going elsewhere to other States; and
it is necessary for us, if we desire tourists
in great numbers, to get them to change
their outlook and come here out of
curiosity.

We can only arouse their curiosity if
we have people who know how to sell.
We want visitors to come here and enjoy
themselves so that when they leave they
will become ambassadors and thus bring
in greater numbers If we can give them
the sort of treatment they expect. That
does not necessartly mean luxury hotels.
Perhaps a little modest living would suit
them—pitching & tent in some of that de-
lightful country in the South-West. That
might be an experience for them. Being
a little lichthearted in connection with it,
the thought has occurred to me that
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kangaroo steak with some eucalyptus
flavouring, from the timber and fuel that
is used to cook the meat, might be an
experience,

People go for all sorts of exotic foods
and for behaviour which is different from
that to which they are usually accus-
tomed. I am mentioning that more or
less facetiously. But surely it has a West-
ern Australian blend about it and per-
haps, under proper bush surroundings,
where it is possible fo camp with ameni-
ties, they would come here for a little
sample of native Western Australia; it
would be entirely different but thoroughly
enjoyable. I say that because to my know-
ledge there are shacks, even though the
owners may be in the nature of squatters
2t the present time, which are erected
along our beaches not far from the City
of Perth.

In those places business and profes-
stonal men try to escape from their every-
day life; they are their own cooks and
bottle-washers; and they can go for days
without a shave and can attend to their
own requirements. They can go fishing
or walking and so forth in shorts and
things. They have no need to worry
about dress, and there are no telephones
or other means by which they can be
contacted, such as they have in their own
business and social life.

Perhaps it might be a good idea to
specialise in that type of thing. I know
that camping or living in shacks, and en-
joying this carefree life, away from busi-
ness or other worries, has a great deal
to commend if. Surely that is something
that would dovetail with the climate we
have! Look at the weather we have been
having, perhaps unfortunately in some re-
spects over the past month or two. We can
expect that sort of weather until about
April next year, and practically every
night it would be possible to camp out of
doors or in humble shacks of one sort or
another.

But these people de expect running
water; they do expect flush toilets, and
they do expect a few other amenities. If
we wish to cultivate an appetite for people
from other parts to come to Western Aus-
tralia and go bush—“Come to Western
Australia and try living close to nature'—
surely these are the places where they
could enjoy the climate and see our trees
and wildflowers.

If we hope to compete with the larger
cities of the Commonwealth of Australia
and the larger cities of the world on the
basis of luxury hotels, elaborate swimming
pools and on a theatre basis, we will be
left hopelessly in the lurch. Let us capital-
ise on the natural assets of this State
which we have inherited. It would be far
better to do that and, accordingly, I would
far sooner see a forester, a pastoralist, a
farmer, or a person in a similar category
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appointed to attract tourists to our native
‘Western Australia rather than a person
‘who has lived in the city or a large town.

My final word to the Government is that
I hope that when the Bill goes into Com-
mittee the Minister will give some further
thought to the composition of the tourist
development authority; because, unless
that authority can do the things as
planned, the scheme will fall by the way-
side and we might just as well let the
existing Tourist Bureau continue on as it
has done in the past. The Minister would
not lose any face or dignity if he com-
pletely recast the personnel of the author-
ity. I hope I have thrown some light on
some aspects of the question.

It is the intention of the Government to
spend money in order to enable this auth-
ority to operate and the expenditure of
money will be necessary in order to provide
some of the facilifies needed for the people
whom we hope will visit Western Australia.
Therefore, as so much depends on the per-
sonnel of this authority, let us make sure
it is one that is qualified to do the job that
we expect could be done and is not com-
prised largely, as is set out in the Bill, of
Government representatives who have not,
necessarily, any training in the important
job that lies ahead.

MR. FLETCHER <(Fremantle) [11.3]:
With some reservations, I support the Bill
which, like the curate’s egg, is good in parts.
Reference has been made to the authority;
and whilst I do not want to thrash the
subject, like others I feel that the con-
stitution of the authority is top-heavy and
many representatives that will be ap-
pointed to it can only bhe regarded as being
in the form of window dressing. Never-
theless, I expect that some good will
accrue from such a move.

It could be said that the existing Tourist
Bureau should grow in proportion to the
volume of visitors that will arrive in this
State rather than that we should set up
this cumbersome authority immediately to
cope with tourists whose numbers repre-
sent merely a trickle at this time and
could continue to be a trickle for some
time in the future. A tourist development
plan is good from the point of view that
no matter how many tourists we do attract
to this State they still create a demand for
goods and services. Therefore, any move
to attract them to Western Australia is to
be commended because it will create em-
ployment which is most necessary par-
ticularly at a time such as the present.

As a result of visitors arriving in this
State from overseas, either as tourists or
merely as crew members of ships, money
is spent, in the Fremantle area particu-
larly, and in Perth o some extent. Even
if such people were here only for one
night, they might buy some wearing
apparel, a souvenir, or other goods. As
the number of tourists increases, so will

{ASSEMBLY.]

the tourist trade increase proportionately;
and, to that extent, I say that this scheme
is to be commended.

Reference has also been made to Gov-
ernment expenditure on tourist develop-
ment. However, since private capital and
the interests of private enterprise stand to
beneflt to a great extent by the attraction
of tourists to this State I would suggest
that the application of the old adage would
be most appropriate; namely, that one
must speculate to accumulate. I would
rather see public moneys spent on some in-
centive to encourage tourists to come here
than see it spent on the constitution of an
authority merely to cope with the small
number of tourists that are visiting this
State at present. At the moment, such an
effort is tantamount to burning down a
house to cook the week-end joint. That
may not be a good simile, but I think it
amply illustrates my point.

Whilst mentioning private capital, I
would also suggest that our hotels and
the accommeodation that they provide
could be improved considerably. The
tourists that come to this State regard
even the best of them as being obsoclete
and second-rate establishments. In fact,
one visitor, in my presence, alluded to
one of our prominent hotels in such a way.
I will not mention the hotel he referred to,
but such comments are indicative of the
way tourists refer to our hotel accommoda-
tion. In view of the fact that private
enterprise will enjoy some of the beneflis
from such a tourist development scheme,
I suggest that private enterprise should
spend money on the construction of new
hotels and on the improvement of the
accommodation in the existing ones.

Not only are our hotels and accommeda-
tion antiguated, but also our liquor laws
need immediate review. Despite any con-
fliet with the views of the W.A. Temper-
ance League, there must be some move to
bring our liquor laws up to the Continental
standard; otherwise visitors from overseas
wiil continue to think that we are well
behind the times bhecause they are unable
to buy a drink with their meals or at
whatever hour they wish to have a drink.
Our liquor laws, therefore, should be re-
viewed immediately with a view to attract-
ing tourists to our State.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The unions will
not support any move for increased hours
in licensed premises.

Mr, FLETCHER: I do not know about
that. In any case, I do not think there
is any need for members on the other side
of the House to snheer about that sug-
gestion, irrespective of whether the unions
agree with it or not. I have no doubt
that the licensing hours could be extended
on a basis which would be satisfactory to
the unions, and I also have no doubt that
the increased hours could create extra
employment. In consequence, this im-
provement in the liquor licensing laws
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would enable people to be engaged at all
hours according to the requirements of
the trade. I do not know of any opinion
by the unions in regard to such a sugges-
tion. Admittedly mine is an engineering
union, and it is possible that the barmen
and barmaids’ union may not agree with
me.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: If they did not
agree with you, would you alter your
mind?

Mr. FLETCHER: As long as industrial
awards were not interfered with, I would
not change my mind. If it is satisfactory
to the unions, and conditions could be oh-
tained satisfactory to them, I would say
it is to be commended, particularly if it
creates further employment. As I said
earlier, T support this measure to the
extent that tourism creates a demand; and
I would remind the Minister that in creat-
ing a demand it creates employment.

The money that is likely to be expended
on the authority would, I think, be better
devoted to the Tourist Bureau as it exists
at present. The authority should be huilt
up in proportion to the inflow of tourists.
Qur leader mentioned Wittenoom Gorge,
and I would say that that is a place well
worth seeing. If suitable accommodation
were provided there, tourists would visit
that area with great advantage to the
State. Its scenic beauties are well worth
seeing. Places in the South-West and in
the Murchison have been suggested; and
if suitable accommodation could be spread
throughout the State, there would be no
doubt that we could attract tourists to our
beauty spots, because they do exist.

I understood the member for Mt. Lawley
to have suggested that the Government
should build accommodation. I imagine he
implied that the Government, or public
money, should build the accommodation. 1
would not agree to that. If I understood
the member for Mt. Lawley correctly he
said, in effect, that public money should
build it and then we should sell it. We
have had an unfortunate experience of
that sort of thing in the past, where public
money has been used to build some enter-
prise, and later it has been sold to private
enterprise at a fraction of the cost of the
public money that was spent on it.

Since private capital stands to benefit,
then private capital should invest in the
manner I have suggested. I am not being
critical of the Bill when I bring this point
forward. I have raised various matters in
relation to the benflt that would accrue
to the public generally as a result of an
increase in tourism., In this context I
would make particular reference to the
Butlin holiday camp in England.

While it may not be possible to establish
the complete equivalent here, I would
suggest that since it could be done on a
national basis there we should be able to
achieve some sort of equivalent here. It
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is a real money spinner. The man is a
millionaire, and I notice his daughter is
in Western Australia at the moment; why,
I do not know.

Mr. Watts:
here.

Mr. FLETCHER: An immense fortune
has been made out of these camps and
they attract visitors from overseas to
England. If it could be achieved there,
the same thing could be done here if there
were people who were prepared to specu-
late rather than use public money for the
purpose. Public money could be used to
better advantage in relation to our
beaches; and here I must put in a plug
for my own district. As I said before,
public money could be spent to build
groynes and create beaches where they
previously existed. To that extent, and
for the good that would accrue; for the
amount of employment it would create and
because of the demand for goods and
services that would arise, I support the
Bill.

Because her husband is

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [11.16]: From
the debates that have taken place up to
the present, this Bill could aptly be de-
scribed in the words of Lewis Carroll
when he said—

“The time has come,” the walrus said,
"To talk of many things:
Of shoes, and ships, and sealing wax
Of cabbages, and kings."”

We have been around the State, and
around many aspects of the Bill, many
times tonight. I would like to add to the
remarks and say that the purpose of this
Bill is to establish an Act of Parliament
for the setting up of a tourist develop-
ment authority. I have taken the trouble
to check, in the standard Oxford diction-
ary, the definition of the word “authority”.
The Oxford dictionary quotes it as “a
person or group of persons whose opinion
is accepted.”

[The Speaker Resumed the Chair.]

Accordingly, in relation to this Bill, we
find that the authority will be a group of
persons whose decisions or views will be
accepted. From that we will understand
that this authority or group of persons,
or bady, should be one that will handle
a very skilled undertaking and, therefore,
the persons concerned should be skilled
in their avocation. Yet when we look at
the Bill we find that the composition of
the authority hardly measures up to that
requirement. In other words, I would say,
Mr. Speaker—and I am glad to see you
back in your position—that the particular
clause dealing with the composition of
this authority is out of keeping with the
actual title of the Bill itself. I am not
holding that against the measure, because
I intend to support it.
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The member for East Perth, I believe,
mildly criticised the Government for
entering tourism on a grand scale at this
stage. I can hardly voice the same
criticism, because I cannot see that when
the Bill is carried and becomes a statute,
and the authority is established and begins
to operate, it will have any earth-shatter-
ing results at all. I cannot see that the
Bill will make any drastic improvements
to tourist development in the State.

I feel that three of the great attributes
of persons on a tourist development
authority should be those of public rela-
tions, salesmanship and service to the
public., With those three attributes in
mind, when we examine the composition
of the beard we find that the following
is stated:—

two shall be appointed who shall be
deemed to represent persons having
a special interest in the development
and publicising of the tourist attrac-
tions of the State.

I consider that provision refers to people
who possess special knowledge, the art of
szlesmanship, and the enthusiasm to pro-
vide a service to the tourist, who after all
becomes a temporary resident of this
State.

Some members have taken the oppor-
tunity in this debate to mention the high-
lights of their electorate; I shall not be
left out on the limb in that respect, be-
cause everyone knows Kalgoorlie is at the
head of the Trans,-Australian railway line
and has rightly been called by the Kal-
goorlie Municipal Couneil as “The Gateway
to the Golden West.” A few years ago
that council issued for sale a special
plate to motorists, which advertised the
fact that Kalgoorlie was the gateway to
the Geolden West, I compliment the coun-
¢il on that move.

In 1956 a Mr. Bunning—1 believe he is
connected with the timber firm of Bun-
ning Brothers—returned from America.
Over the 7 p.m. State news he said that
in America he had seen the way in which
ghost towns, once famous for their gold
production, had been turned into money-
spinner tourist attractions. I was very
interested to hear his remarks, because
I have in mind something on similar lines
in respect of a town, still showing on the
map as Kanowna. This town now has one
or two residents and is situated 12 miles
from Kalgoorlie.

If anyone makes the journey of 12 miles
from Kalgoorlie to Kanowna one will find
the shell of an old hotel still in existence.
The Historical Society, in conjunction with
the Kalgoorlie Road Board, has taken the
trouble to erect various signs in the town-
site to indicate where the post office, the
hotels, and the Crown Law offlces were
situated. I cannot recall it, but I do be-
lieve there was more than one hrewery in
Kanowna at one stage.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I went along the road to Kanowna on
Sunday last and I drove along the railway
line embankments. The line disappeared
many years ago. In the early days of
Kanowna there were six trains running
every day hetween Kalgoorlie and Kan-
owna, This town is alive with interest
for the tourist.

When the race-round or carnivals are
held in Kalgoorlie, many visitors make the
trip to Kanowna. Particularly was this
so after what the Historical Society did to
bring to this town what could become
tourist attractions. In so doing the society
has gone a long way in putting Kalgoorlie
on the map as being an attraction to people
we hope to bring to Western Australia.

I pay tribute to the Kalgoorlie Municipal
Council for the issue and publication of
a booklet in this regard. It has been
publishing this for years and the booklet
is now {o be re-edited and published in a
more modern edition.

Coolgardie, on the junction of the Esper-
ance-Norseman Road which connects with
the Eyre Highway, and the Great Eastern
Highway, will soon boast of two modern
service stations, which will cater specially
for the travelling public. One is to be
built by Caltex and the other by Ampol.
I understand they will supply refreshments
to the travelling public. Anyone knowing
Coolgardie will readily understand that
the population there hardly justifies two
modern service stations.

The companies concerned must have
studied the economics of the proposition
and must have realised that there is now,
or there will soon be sufficient overland
traffic from the Eastern States to justify
those two establishments at Coolgardie,
The establishment of these things gives
the people who hold the Goldfields dear
at heart a great deal of pleasure.

I now refer to another aspect which may
interest the Premier. Whilst I was travel-
ling on one of the overnight trains in
Queensland a few years ago, the conductor
brought in & cup of tea and a biscuit in
the morning. The biscuit was enclosed
in a paper bag, similar to the ones issued
to the passengers on the Kalgoorlie-West-
land Express. Printed on the envelope
was an advertisement by the Queensland
State Insurance Office. On it was a slogan
which was intended for the tourist and
which stated, “If you so desire you can
have your baggage insured whilst travelling
in Queensland by the State Government
Insurance Qffice.”

I think that was a very good move. I
am aware the Government Insurance
QOffice in this State is not empowered to
cater for the tourist in that respect. Per-
haps the Premier in his enthusiasm over
this measure can do something along the
same lines.

Mr. Brand: I would think all the private
insurance companies would like the same
opportunity.
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Mr. EVANS: They have had the oppor-
tunity, but they have not done that. It is
not my Intention to delay the House. I
support the Bill. I believe there is a
marvellous potential for tourism in this
State. If we can do anything to attract
tourists, we will be carrying out our
functions for the people here. Let
us with an apology borrow the words of
Julius Caesar who said veni vidi wvici,
That means I came, I saw, I conguered.
Let us have that as our slogan for attract-
ing tourists. They came and they saw, and
we conguered. They liked our State.

MR, JAMIESON (Beeloo) [11.28]): I
support the Bill. As a native-born Western
Australian, I say first of all that I appreci-
ate the nice climate, the pleasant sur-
roundings—particularly around the City of
Perth—and the likeable people. It is &
place with which I am happy t¢ be associ-
ated for the rest of my days. However, we
should not overstate the case in our at-
tempis to attract tourists to this State.

Various members have spoken in this
debate, and they caused comments to be
passed between one member and another
to the effect that we have not the number
of attractions in this State that some
people seem to think we have.

Even our friend from Warren, who is
not a native of this country, after extoll-
ing the virtues of the State, finally made
the suggestion to a certain Royal visitor
that Western Ausiralia was not nearly as
good as Scotland anyway. Be that as it
may, our natural attractions are to some
degree unique in various areas and can
be exploited with some advantage to the
State. I suggest to the Government that
the constitution of this authority will
not have any overall beneflt in increas-
ing the tourist trade to this State or help-
ing holiday-makers, or whatever one might
call them.

I would place them in two classes. The
tourist trade is made up of those who can
be attracted by an organisation like the
Lennons Hotel people. They have a chain
of hotels, and channel tourists throughout
the world to wherever they desire to go.
These tourists are the luxury-loving type
who are specifically catered for by an
organisation running & chain of hotels,
such as Lennons.

In Australia, the local tourists and local
holiday-makers are of another class alto-
gether. They are people whoe have a
limited amount of finance at their dis-
posal and who are prepared to use the
family car on the occasions when they
go on tour to see places they have not
seen on & previous holiday. To make sure
of a percentage of this type of person,
the only need would be the provision of
an efficient road from South Australia
to this State. I had the experience several
years ago of travelling 6,200 miles in a
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period of less than 21 days: and it was
while the holiday traffic was on the roads
in the Eastern States.

It was simply remarkable to see the
number of people at the various resorts
in the Eastern States in an area from
Port Augusta, up to the Blue Moun-
tains. These people were on the move
with every sort of conveyance; and very
often I wondered just how they were able
to get from one place to another. How-
ever, they always seemed to succeed. They
tackled their holidays in a pioneering
spirit. They were similar to the people
mentioned by the member for East Perth
when he said that some were prepared
to live in the open and enjoy the country-
side while having a break from a normal
vacation.

When people in the East knew one was
from Western Australia, they immediately
asked about the condition of the Eyre
Highway. It must be a great barrier to
them, though it is not really that bad.
If it were put in good order so that it
could be relied upon under all weather
conditions this State would receive its fair
quota of holiday-makers from the Eastern
States. The people at the Madura motel
told me that over the two or three years
they had been there not less than four
cars 8 day passed through; but on the
busiest day as many as 400 had called
there, to say nothing of those who by-
passed Madura, because it is not neces-
sary to go that 14 miles to the motel un-
less one wants supplies, meals, or some-
thing else. I suggest that if the Govern-
ment could find the finance to put the
road in order, many of the people who
are moving over the continent would come
to this State and then carry on over the
more elaborate road system from Norse-
man.

Mr. Nulsen: It should be a black road
really.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is essential. It
should be a bituminised road. If it were,
there would be some definite gain from
it. However, it is not easy to provide that
sort of black road. Even if we looked
after our section as far as the border of
South Australia there would be some
natural objection on the part of the South
Australian Government to providing an
exodus road from South Australia to this
State for tourists. I say that advisedly,
because it becornes sabundantly clear that
each State is jealous of retaining as much
holiday money as it can.

One only has to go along Prince's
Highway through Victoria to within some
20 miles of the New South Wales border
where the road is really bad; and it con-
tinues to be bad until one gets to the first
town on the southern coast of New South
Wales. That is a clear indication that the
States are not prepared to enhance the
prospects of people roaming from one State
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to another. I would say that that parti-
cular section of road at that time was
equally as bad as some of the worst sec-
tions on the Eyre Highway. Yet many
people were prepared to put up with those
conditions on their jaunts over Christ-
mas and the New Year holidays.

The most essential part of encouraging
tourists to Western Australia would be
—as the member for Eyre says—the pro-
vision of an adequate bifuminised road from
South Australia. If that were done, the
problem of getting people here would
be overcome. If one puts a car on the train
at Port Pirie—so long as one has the
number in the car to warrant the special
concession rate—it still costs some £10 to
transport that car to Kalgoorlie. In addi-
tion to that, there is the trouble of loading
and off-loading as well as waiting about.
That is associated with that particular
type of transportation and would not
encourage people to make use of it. Also,
the £10 spent in putting the car on the
train would cover the cost of fuel for
getting one to Western Australia.

Motels have been talked about tonight.
There is one at Norseman, and others have
been provided. These would be improvead if
the traffic were forthcoming over the Eyre
Highway. As it is now, one need not worry
about the petrol position as there is not
more than about 60 miles between
petrol depots. FProm that point of view the
tourists would be well catered for. They
must be provided with a road that will get
them here with the springs of their cars
intact, and their cars in generally sefe and
sound condition. Breakages to vehicles
seem to be the main trouble; and people
are loth to take the risk of being stranded
many miles away from any assistance, par-
ticularly when they are on a valuable
holiday timetable.

Therefore, I would sugegest to the
Government that if it could find some ways
and means of solving the problem of pro-
viding this road, then half the worry of
attracting tourists to this State would be
overcome and any other problem associated
with it would be quite insignificant. A very
great equity would not be obtained if we
expected people to come here by air or
train. The position could be improved by
ahout 25 per cent. if an extensive publicity
campaign were underfaken. But the over-
all position would be improved if the
transport was made such that people could
come here with little trouble in a few
days.

Once they are here, there are not the
grandeur and the attractions to be found
in the Eastern States. It is a pleasant
holiday for them. They would like the local
scenery and would like many of the local
conditions. No doubt they would have a
desire to see the timber in the South-Waest.
Anything which is differen$, and which is
viewed for the first time, is of interest to
visitors.

[ASSEMEBLY.]

What impressed me when I was in New
South Wales in the middle of January was
the green grass. We are not used to seeing
green grass at that time of year. For that
reason it was of interest to me. Similarly,
people coming here would see different
conditions from those to which they are
accustomed. Whether they would come
back again would depend entirely upon
whether they considered the long journey
Jjustified. However, that pegple will come
here at least, once, is abundantly clear from
the number of inquiries received from
Eastern States people in this regard.

In connection with our natural atirac-
tions, Rottnest Island is a quiet place for
the people firom Perth. However, it is not &
place which one could call an attraction
from the tourist point of view. I like to go
there—and I daresay every member in this
House does, too—to spend a few quiet days.
Unfortunately, sometimes, after so spending
a few days, some of us have to come back
to the mainland for a rest. That generally
happens, I know. But, by the same token,
we like to go there because it is relaxing;
and while it remains such, a great number
of people from the mainland will go there.

However, it is not a place that would
attract tourists. They want to see some-
thing different; and because of the limited
time at their disposal, we have to disregard
Rottnest as a specific tourist attraction. It
is true that we have an attraction in the
caves of the southern districts. One of our
greatest failings, however, is the lack of
clearly deflned tourist routes throughout
the State. If they were clearly marked as
route No. 1, 2, or 3, people could follow
them without constant reference to maps.
In that way, visitors would he drawn to
places we consider worth visiting.

In regard to spectacular beauty, it would
be hard for those people who have
toured extensively in the Eastern States
to compare the sites there with those
in Western Australia. There are possibly
some of a similar nature but I would
not imagine that from the Leopold
Ranges to the Stirling Ranges, there
would be anything except some other
different kind of scenery or set-up. For
instance, the member for Guildford-Mid-
jand earlier this evening indicated that he
thought the dead centre of this State was
possibly a tourist attraction. The Minister
for Lands was not inclined to agree
with this suggestion. Once again I might
point out, however, that if a person sees
anything different from that which he sees
at home, he finds it of interest, and, there-
fore, it would be an attraction to him.
However, I doubt whether he would want
to go to a place like the Warburton Ranges
a second time,

Consequently, I believe that if the Gov-
ernment could find ways and means of
providing an entrance into this State it
would be of benefit, because at the moment
I should imagine that the greatest number
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of tourists would be those who motor.
These people will be ambassadors in their
own centres; and, if they are satisfied with
their trip, they will suggest to their neigh-
bours and friends that they make a similar
journey. In this way, the Government
would achieve its purpose of promoting
tourism—as it likes to call it.

Apart from these suggestions, I feel that
the Bill has some merit, inasmuch as it
attempts to set up an authority to organise
far more tourist traffic to this State. How-
ever, it does appear to be a little bit de-
partmentally loaded: and possibly at a
later stage the Premier may be inclined to
accept the suggestion that such bodies as
the R.A.C., and others that are interested
in the motoring public, should be included
in this proposed organisation.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [11.49]: 1
do not wish to speak at any length on this
Bill. I do not intend to oppose it, although
I cannot find anything that causes me to
throb with excitement at its introduction.
In the type of electorate I represent, I find
it difficult to advocate tourism, when the
population more urgently requires so many
other things. The township of Cossack,
out from Point Samson, would make an
idesl tourist resort, particularly for those
interested in fishing; but it wouid be hypo-
critical for me to advocate the establish-
ment there of a tourist resort, at consider-
able cost, when only three or four miles
away, we have Point Samson, which is the
port for one of the main industries in that
area, but which is without water, the
people there having to cart water in 44-
gallon drums or 4-gallon kerosene tins.

It is equally difficult for me to advocate
the construction of bitumen roads for the
use of tourists, in the hope of attracting
them, when we badly need bitumen roads
from Port Hedland to Marble Bar, to en-
able established industries to continue;
and from Roebourne to Wittenoom Gorge,
to enable the large industry there to carry
on. I therefore find it difficult to hecome
wrapped up in the tourist angle so far as
my electorate is concerned, despite its
potential in that direction.

From the State point of view I am in-
clined to agree with the member for East
Perth; and I have my doubts as to whether
we are ready to embark elaborately on a
grandiose scheme with the object of en-
couraging large numbers of people to visit
this State. I do not know to what exten:
the Treasury would benefit from those
people coming here, or what the impression
of those visitors would be, if they were to
come here at this stage.

During this debate many members have
used the example of overseas tourist coun-
tries, and have quoted the success that has
been achieved in eatering for tourists. All
that is true; but it is doubtful whether
those countries would put se much time
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and money intoe catering for tourists, if
they had the primary production potential
which we have in this State.

I doubt whether Switzerland, or some of
the other countries that have been men-
tioned, would have spent so much time,
energy, and Government funds in catering
for tourists, if they had had the industrial
potential which this State possesses.

I wonder, if the interstate tourist offices
are to be opened up, whether we would not
benefit even more if they were to deal with
the industrial side of the State, and act as
business-advising centres, in an endeavour
to encourage industries to become estab-
lished here, thus enabling us to obtain
a greater population and provide more
employment. As our population increases,
I believe tourism will increase also. While
not wishing to throw any damper on the
purpose behind this Bill, I think that,
with our present population, the energies
of those proposed to be appointed to this
authority would be much better spent in
looking into more important matters.

I do not wish to detract from the im-
portance of tourism; but the authority
suggested—with the Premier on it, and a
member nomihated by the Minister for
Lands, one by the Minister for Works, one
by the Minister administering the Main
Roads Act, one by the Treasury, and one
by the Road Boards—seems to be an ideal
body to make recommendations for ways
and means to improve the North-West.
If T had to appoint an authority for that
purpose, I am inclined to think it would bhe
along the lines of the body now suggested.

I therefore find it difficult to become
enthusiastic about the expenditure of
funds on encouraging tourism, when I
know that the money could be much better
and more profitably used in helping in-
dustries and people already established.
I have quoted one instance where we
have 70 people carrying on an asbestos
industry, and certing their water miles in
kerosene tins; so it seems hypocritical to
talk about £1,000,000 hotels for tourists—

Mr. Brand: Who is going to put up the
£1,000,000 hotel?

Mr. BICKERTON: Previous speakers
have mentioned the huilding of such
hotels—

Mr. Brand: Be assured the Government
will not be doing it.

Mr. BICKERTON: I should hope not,
But even if it were a private company that
was involved in the spending of so much
money, I think the funds could be better
spent on developing our primary produc-
tion.

MR. NULSEN (Eyre) [11.571: I intend
to support the Bill, hecause there must be
a beginning, and we must sell this State.
We have a lot to sell; and, if we are to sell
it, we must have pood roads. The first
essential is a good road from here to the
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Eastern States, so the tourists may come
here in their own vehicles. When estab-
lished, that road should be continued
to Esperance; and around the coast to
Ravensthorpe and Albany.

We have 4,350 miles of coastline in West-
ern Australia, and on it there are some
wonderful potential pleasure resorts which
will have to be developed. The only way
to advertise and sell our tourist attractions
is to encourage people to come here and
see what we have; and in this regard I
wish {0 mention Esperance and the Archi-
pelago of the Recherche. Of course, we
would require more up-to-date accommo-
dation to cater for tourists; but it is neces-
sary to have a starting point, and I think
this measure provides such a starting
point.

Although we may speak in very large
terms in regard to finance, I do not think
more will be spent than the State can
afford to spend in this regard. I have
travelled a great deal in Western Aus-
tralia; and I am satisfied that we have at
least as much to offer in our resorts as
can be found in the Eastern States, We
have only a small population, but we must
make a start in regard to attracting
tourists. I am hoping that when the
Premier does make a heginning in his
drive to attract tourists, he will not forget
any part of the State, but will look around
our coastline, from Eucla right up past his
own electorate. We have a greater coast-
line than any other State in the Common-
wealth, and on it there are many wonder-
ful beaches; and beaches are always a
great attraction.

It is not so long ago that a number of
us hired a boat and had a good look at
the islands around Esperance. I would like
every member here to see them for him-
self so that he could see what we have
to offer down there. I am sure that
members would be astounded. I can
remember speaking 30 years ago about the
possibilities of Esperance; and my predic-
tions have come true at last. I am now
telling members about the possibilities of
Esperance as a pleasure resort. I think
it is equal to anything in this State,

We must have a beginning. This Bill will
be a beginning and the authority should
be of great advantage to this State ulti-
mately. It will advertise the State and
thus do something to bring people here to
see what we have. I hope those who do
come here will travel from Eucla, if they
so desire, right around the coast to see
what we have to offer in this State. I am
hopeful that we will be able to sell our
State to the people of Australia and other
countries.

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Minister for
Tourists—in reply) [12.1 am.]l: At this
late hour it would not do for me to reply
to everything that has been said during
the debate, because we would be here for
at least another two hours. But firstly

(ASSEMBLY.)

I should like to say thank you to those
members who have supported the Bill.
There have been a number who have sup-
ported it, some readily and some reluc-
tantly; and some who have opposed it; and
there is evidence that the Bill has created
a good deal of interest because so many
have spoken about the tourist potential of
this State,

During his speech the member for East
Perth explained exactly how I feel about
this matter. This is only a beginning; a
start has to be made and it cannot be
denied that we have made no real progress
in this State under the existing conditions.
This Bill Is an effort to bring hefore the
people of Western Australia, for a start,
the possibilities of the tourist industry:
and we believe it is evidence of our desire,
as a Government, to create what is neces-
sary to promote the tourist industry in this
State—that is, a co-ordinating body or
authority.

We have not thought this matter up
since we became the Government. We
mentioned it in election speeches prior to
the 31st March, and we went so far as
to say that we would follow along the lines
of certain legislation in existence in Vie-
toria. The member for East Perth men-
tioned that the authority proposed by the
Bill has on it no representative from the
metropolitan local authorities; and then
went on to claim that those authorities
should have representation because people
always g0 to the capital city. But in
Victoria, where they have the second
greatest eity in Australia, there is no repre-
sentative of the metropolitan area on the
tourist authority, The metropolitan area is
particularly excluded.

Nothing spectacular will result from the
passing of this Bill. We are merely setting
up an authority, with me or my nominee
as chairman, four people representing gdif-
ferent departments, and three from out-
side. I cannot see that there is any
unbalance such as some speakers have
claimed. The Minister for Tourists, or his
representative will be c¢hairman, and the
Minister for Lands will appoint & nominee.
That Minister has under his control such
heauty spots as Rottnest, King's Park, the
national parks, and many similar attrac-
tions in this State,

No doubt the Minister for Lands has
some control over and interest in some of
the attractive areas represented by the
member for Warren. I was glad to hear
that honourable member say that he
supported the Bill because he saw in it
ways and means of bringing before the
people of Western Australia and Australia
some idea of the beauty spots in the area
he represents, such at those around Pem-
berton and in the heavily timbered areas.

There i1s to be a representative of the
Treasury on the authority. In a matter
such as this, pounds, shillings, and pence
will count. We want the guidance of the
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Treasury official, and I think it is a good
thing to have him as a member of the
authority so that he can assist us to the
utmost. The Minister for Works is asked
to appoint a representative. I imagine
that the Public Works Department will
have quite a lot to do as regards the
promotion and development of tourist
resorts outside the metropolitan area;
because it is intended that the main work
done in this regard will be done outside
the metropolitan area in districts where
the local authorities are neither financially
nor numerically strong enough to be able
to develop the resorts which are in their
areas. In this regard I have in mingd the
resorts mentioned by the member for
Eyre.

I was just discussing with my colleague,
the Deputy Premier, the possibilities of
some development in the Stirling Ranges.
That is the only place where year hy year
we see snow in Western Australia. There
are many areas which call for a great
expenditure of money. I do not say that
that will be forthcoming, but a start will
be made on the recommendation of this
authority which will thoroughly investigate
all the proposals put forward and, in some
form of priority, will advise the Minister
concerned. Everything possible will be
done to help the local authorities and
local organisations to bring their holiday
resorts and attractions up to a higher
standard.

There is to be & representative from
the Main Roads Department who will be
appointed by the Minister controliing that
department. As all members would know,
the Main Roads Department has more
money to spend than any other depart-
ment. It has a ready income, and at
least it is able to finance a programme of
expenditure of over £7,000,000.

Mr. Moir: I hope they are not going
to use that money to the detriment of
other roads elsewhere in the State.

Mr. BRAND: Do not worry about that!
If the Commissioner of Main Roads was
a member of the authority he could at
least give moral support to an argument
for the construction of a tourist road to
certain tourist resorts. It i1s of no use
talking about tourist resorts unless we
build roads to enable the travelling public,
who travel largely by cars and caravans
or buses to get there, They have to be
sealed roads. So let us keep our feet on
the ground in considering this matter. I
can think of no-one more able and no-
one In a better position to assist us in
this matter—even if it is only in a small
way, year by year—than the Commissioner
of Main Roads or his representative.

I now come to the three representatives
of outside hodies. There is one represent-
ing the local authorities in the country—
the road boards and the municipalities.
There are two others. I do not want to
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commit myself, but I have suggested that
one could represent the Royal Automobile
Club. That suggestion has been thrown
into the ring several times. I have alsp
suggested that the other representative
could be the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce Tourist Promotion Committee.
That committee has done a tremendous
amount of work., It has had a good deal
of publicity with the co-operation of the:
newspapers. The hotel proprietors and
similar people, who are members of the
Chamber of Commerce, are represented on
that committee. What more comprehensive
coverage could we have of the interests of
this State than a representative from the
Chamber of Commerce?

So on this authority we have three men
representing outside bodies and four
representing Government departments,
with the Minister as chairman. In
Victoria, seeing that we took our lead
from that State, there are six repre-
sentatives from the Government and two
from outside, When he was visiting this
State, the Acting Minister for Tourists
said thaf there had been teething troubles
with their tourist plan, but they were
making real progress, and its bhody was
now considered to be a worth-while
authority and organisation in the promo-
tion of the tourist trade in Victoria.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you consider it would
be worth while to have a representative
of the northern half of Western Australia?

Mr. BRAND: No; I do not. We would
then have requests for a representative
for the east, the south, and the west. This
authority will then have under its control
a director and the Tourist Bureau, It is
through the Tourist Bureau that we hope
to carry out the main work of publicising
our State.

Any tourist authority, travel agency, or
anyone associated with the tourist trade,
will state that its lifeblood is publicity and
propaganda. I had in my office today a
Miss Stirling who, for the last two years, in
the island of Cyprus, has been one of the
representatives of a travel agency. She
said, "Mr. Premier, I am tired of selling alt
the other countries of the world. 1 want
to sell my own country.” She works for an
international travel agency, but she was
asking me {o arm her with some of our
propaganda; some of our pamphlets; some
pictures of our wildflowers. For instance,
she supggested that boomerangs should be
made up as souvenirs and other types of
curios which would sell Western Australia.

Mr, Bickerton: We could start a factory
for making them,

Mr. BRAND: I do not care where you
start the factory so long as the Govern-
ment does not have to do it. We could sell
these souvenirs throughaut the world. I
realise that there is a section of the com-
munity which is opposed to the sale of
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native souvenirs, such as boomerangs.
However, I believe that such a practice
would lead to a gradual development of the
tourist trade in this State.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn
opposed the Bill, but I would not know why.
Then the member for Guildford-Midiand
got up and bravely supported him. Can we
wonder why we have not made any pro-
gress in tourist development in this State
when a man such as the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn was in charge of it? Did
members hear his speech?

Mr. Lawrence: You are heing facetious!

Mr. BRAND: I am not being facetious.
He was negative and unimaginative in his
remarks. Not only that, but he went on to
condemn those who are trying to do scme-
thing about improving the tourist trade.
I was pleased to see his colleagues did not
support him in that peoint of view. They
were prepared to give credit where credit
was due. The responsibility is on myself
and on the Government to justify the
support we have received from members
on both sides of the House.

It has been suggested that we should
nominate the sum of money which shall be
paid into the fund which is to be set up
under this legislation. I do not propose to
name any particular sum. We have said
that as a result of the sale of State hotels—
and surely we should sell some of them,
because if I listened to the members on the
other side of the House we should sell all
of them—we should get some money in the
fund, and at this stage we do not intend to
stipulate any amount to be taken from
the loan funds or from general revenue in
order to get this scheme under way. We
° must not forget that we hope, as a result
of bringing people to Western Australia,
that they will bring money in their
pockets; and will spend it and leave it
here, as the member for Fremantle has
said.

Mr. J. Heghey: They cannot do other-
wise.

Mr. BRAND: Of course they cannot. I
know that the member for Middle Swan
did not leave as much money overseas as
he would have us believe; but he did spend
some whilst he was abroad, and he left it
behind him. Everyone, whether he is
liberal or otherwise in his spending, will
leave behind some of the currency of the
country whence he came. It is hoped,
as a result of bringing more people to
Western Australia, that our nationsal in-
come will be increased. I have a note here
that the Australian National Travel
Association is planning to lift the number
of overseas visitors to Australia to 100,000.
The number of tourists that visited Aus-
tralia in 1948 was 26,171, In 1956—that was
the year the Olympic Games were held in
Melbourne—the number of tourists that
visited Australia was 66,018,

[ASSEMBLY.]

This organisation, which is representa-
tive of all States and the Commonwealth,
believes it will raise expenditure by
tourtsts within Australia to £20,000,000 per
annum. Should we not go out after some
of that money? If we listen to the member
for Merredin-Yilgarn and some others we
will sit here and say, “We have nothing to
sell in Western Australia, industrially or
otherwise.” But he said, “Go to the War-
burton Ranges.” There was a flash of
genius!

Unless we take some risks, and unless we
come out with something new and give this
authority a chance to work, we will not
get anywhere. Incidentally, I realise it is
not essential that this body should be
clothed with statutory authority. It is only
to give it some status and to bring it before
the public that we are doing just that, and
I am asking the House to support the sec-
ond reading of this important Bill. I believe
that if we had a bitumen road from here
to the Eastern States, not only would many
Western Australians be travelling over it
to the other side of Australia, but also more
and more people from the Eastern States
would come here, because they are now
beginning to tire of holidaying in Queens-
land and travelling to other parts of the
eastern side of Australia.

They will come over here to see some-
thing new. I do not agree with people who
say, "You must have something spectacu-
lar; you must have the Alps; or you must
have the Sphinx,” and that sort of thing.
The tourists of the world today are travel-
ling from country to country every vear,
and they are in search of sunshine and the
advantages that are offering in each coun-
try. Australia is a new country, ang it is
attracting more and more tourists every
year. As the young lady from Cyprus said,
“It is no use selling Australla; you have to
sell Western Australia. It is no use saying
to the people of Europe, “Go to the United
States”; or “Go to Florida,” or some other
place. We should say to them, “Come to
Western Australia”; and that will be the
job of the tourist development authority.
Its task will be to promote the tourist in-
dustry here: and I frankly deny that this
is not an industry. Once again, the good
old Labour Party seems to be at cross pur-
poses with its counterparts in the Eastern
States: because Mr. Kelly, the Labour Min-
ister in the Eastern States, has set him-
self up as the Minister for Tourist Industry.

Mr. Bovell: Of course it is an industry!

Mr. BRAND: It could be a vastly im-
proved industry if we could only recognise
its value and set about attracting people
to come here. Having said all that, 1
would now ask the House {o give the Bill
its support. I do not know what other
points were raised that may be worthy of
comment.
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Criticism was directed at the representa-
tion on the authority. Before I sit down
I would lke to read what the former
Minister said, so that it can go on the
record. This 1s what he had to say—

To expend a large amount of money
—which undoubtedly will have to be
placed behind the prescribed authority
if it is to function—is not warranted.

This idea was put up to him. Yet the file
shows he did not always hold this view,
When the Director of the Tourist Bureau
last year submitted a recommendsation for
increased tourist aectivity, the Minister
minuted the file as follows: —

I have long been of the opinion that
there is a great and expanding future
for tourism in this State, but advan-
tage of this opportunity can only he
taken if sufficient finance is available
to advance the many avenues of attrac-
tion offering.

To listen to his speech one would have
thought there is not one attraction in the
whole State. He further said—

If implemented, as suggested in this
minute, a progressive scheme could be
put intec motion.

Mr. Evans: What's wrong with that?

Mr. BRAND: Nothing at all; it is good.
But the speech he made in opposition to
the setting up of this authority is in direct
contradiction to what he has written, I
have much pleasure, as Minister in charge
of this department, in moving the second
reading of the Bill; and I hope that we can
make further progress before we adjourn.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr,
Roberts) in the Chair; Mr, Brand (Minister
for Taurists) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.

Clause 4—Woestern Australian
Development Authority:

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I did not know the
Committee stage would be reached tonight
and I have not had time to place my
amendment on the notice paper. I feel a
representative of the R.A.C. should be in-
ciuded. I mentioned the automobile as-
sociation in London and its efficiency in
assisting tourists. It handles nothing but
tourist activities. In our own State the
automobile association is used primarily to
provide tourists with information about
the State. I cannot see why the Public
Works Department and the Main Roads
Department should be represented. They
would not be specialists from the tourists’
angle. I move an amendment—

Page 2, lines 20 and 21—Delete the
words “nominated by the Minister for
Works."”

Tourist
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If I am successful in having this amend-
ment passed, I will move to insert in lieu
the words “One shall be a representative
of the Royal Automobile Association of
Australia Incorporated.”

The officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment should, in my opinion, confine their
activities to the administrative side of that
department; they should not be concerned
with tourism. I cannot see why the Gov-
ernment department should have this rep-
resentation, though it might be sald that
the Government is providing the filnance
and it should therefore have the majority
representation. There is no substance in
that argument, because in all cases the
question of the finance to be approved
comes back to the Minister. It would be
more effective to have a representative of
the auiomobile club on this authority.

Mr. Brand: Did I not say that the R.A.C.
would be included amoeng the other bodies?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I also propose to move
an amendment in line 22 so as to have a
nominee from the Tourist Bureau on the
authority.

Mr. Brand: The Tourist Bureau will be
the authority.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: But the Tourist Bureau
will be subject to the authority. I con-
tend that the nominee of the Tourist
Bureau should be on that authority. A#t
present one can obtain ell information
about the tours in this State, and about
the train and air transport facilities, from
that bureau. Sinece this Government has
been in office it has condemned the acti-
vities of Government departments.

Mr. Brand: There has been no con-
demnation of Government departments.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I have heard of it.
It has been said by members opposite that
our Government was socialist-inclined, yet
here is a policy of the present Government
to have a majority of Government repre-
sentatives on @ socialist organisation,
When this Government has the oppor-
tunity of nominating those in private
enterprise to be on the authority, it does
not take advantage of the occasion.

Mr. MAY: I support the amendment.
Neither the Main Roads Department nor
the Minister for Works will be able to
add anything useful to the authority.
Apparently the Railway Department has
been left out. That is the very depart-
ment which is most interested in tourism
in this State. There is a tourist section
in the Railway Department, and it has all
the literature and information about train
tcurs in this State.

Mr. Court: That department does not
have to be on the authority in order to
co-operate. It does not need any repre-
sentation. It has to give a service.
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~ Mr. MAY: Does not the honourable
‘member agree that a nominee of the Rail-
‘way Department would be more useful than
ithe nominee of the Minister for Works?
Mr. Court: Not to be on the authority,
bhut to render a travel or transport ser-
vice.

Mr. MAY: Is there any need for the
Minister for Works to be on the authority?

Mr. Court: A very great need,

Mr. MAY: The Railway Department has
a greater right to representation than the
Minister for Works.

Mr. Court: You are purposely misinter-
preting the authority.

Mr. MAY: The Minister is misunder-
standing my suggestion. Because it does
not suit him he ridicules the idea that a
nominee of the Railway Department should
be on that authority. I support the pro-
posal for a nominee of the R.AC. to he
on the authority. I certainly consider the
Railway Department should have repre-
sentation.

Mr. BRAND: I oppose the amendment.
The four representatives from the Govern-
ment departments were chosen for a special
purpose. The function of the authority
is to make recommendations to the Min-
ister or the Government. The local
authorities in Geraldton, Bunbury, or
Busselton have done a very good job in
promoting local attractions. It was our
Government which originated the pound
for pound bhasis of assistance to the local
authorities, and the previous Government
increased the financial assistance to the
limit.

The authority is to have a speecific re-
sponsibility. In the planning and develop-
ment of resorts outside the metropolitan
area, surely the Department of Works will
be most helpful. I emphasise the import-
ance of having the advice, goodwill, and
support of the Main Roads Department,
because roads will play an ever-increas-
ingly important part in this industry which
we are endeavouring to promote.

Mr. J. Hegney: It plays an important
part, whether or not the authority exists.

Mr. BRAND: As the Minister for Rail-
ways said, the Railway Department is a
transport medium. I do not see any need
for that department {o be represented any
more than for the Metropolitan Transport
Trust. We propose to have a nomi-
nee from the R.A.C., because the club will
be very helpful in bringing forward
worth-while suggestions before the author-
ity. It is not proposed to have that nomi-
nation stated in the legislation, because
from fime to time the degree of support
which is given by various bodies will alter.
It may be necessary for the Minister in
charge to have another organisation re-
presented on the authority. However, it
is the intention of the Government to have
8 nominee from the R.A.C.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—20.
Mr, Andrew Mr. Jamleson
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Keliy
Mr. Brady Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Evans Mr. Molr
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Norton
My, Graham Mr. Nulsen
Mr, Hall Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rowberny
Mr. Heal Mr, Toms
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. May
(Teiler.)
Noea—22
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A, Manning
Mr. Brand Mr. Nalder
Mr. Burt Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Court Mr. O’'Connor
Mr. Cralg Mr. Qldfield
Mr, Crommelin Mr. O'Nefl
Mr. Grayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Guthrie Mr, Perkins
Dr. Henn Mr. Wantts
Mr. Hutchinson Mr, Wild
Mr. Lewls Mr. T. W. Manning
(Teller.)
Pairs,

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Tonkin Mr. Mann
Mr, W, Hegney Mr. Cornell
Mr. Sewell 8ir Ross McLarty

Majority against—2.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move an amend-
ment—

Page 2, lines 22 to 24—Delete the
words “nominated by the Minister
administering the Main Roads Act,
1930.”

I consider that the Tourist Bureau should
have represeniation on this authority.

Mr. BRAND: I oppose the amendment.
The W.A. Government Tourist Bureau, as
we know it, will become part and parcel
of the whole organisation, Therefore,
there is no point in its having representa-
tion on this authority. The director, who
will represent the Tourist Bureau, will bhe
part of the authority itself.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move this amend-
ment because I consider that the Tourist
Bureau should be represented on this
authority and there is no specific provi-
sion made for this representation.

Mr, Brand: The bureau will be part
of the authority and no longer a separate
organisation.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The Tourist Bureau
is dealing with tourism all the time and
is one of the first bodies that should have
representation on this authority. It cer-
tainly should he represented before the
Main Rcads Department and the Public
Works Department.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—20,
Mr. Andrew Mr, Jamieson
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Evans Mr, Molr
Mr. Fletcher Mr, Norton
Mr, Graham Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Hall Mr, Rhatlgan
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rowbherry
Mr. Heal Mr. Toms
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. May

{Teiler.)
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Noes—22
Mr. Bovell Mr, W. A. Manning
Mr, Brand Mr. Nalder
Mr. Burt Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Court Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Cralg Mr, Oldfleld
Mr, Crommelin Mr., O'Nell
Mr. Grayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Guthrie Mr, Perkins
Dr. Henn Mr. Watts
Mr, Hutchinson Mr. Wild
Mr. Lewis Mr. 1. W. Manning
{Telier.)
Pairs.

Ayes. Noes,
Mr. Tonkin Mr. Mann
Mr. W. Hegney Mr, Cornell
Mr. Sewell Sir Ross McLatrty

Majority against—2.
Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, HEAL: The Premier, when reply-
ing to the second reading debate, indicated
that there would be no direct nominee on
this authority from the metropolitan area.
The only reason he gave was that there
is no such provision in Victoria. I
ask him to reconsider that decision, be-
cause we should have direct representation
of the metropolitan area. We have many
tourist attractions around Perth, and for
that reason I desire that the Minister
give this suggestion more thought; and if
he sees fit, have it amended in another
place.

Mr. HALL: The local authorities in the
country are to have one representative. I
would like to suggest to the Premier that
it would be impossible for one man to
serve all the country tourist bureaus. One
man would be spending a tremendous
amount of time in travelling, and he would
not be able to do justice to the position.
I am not running down the set-up, but
1 feel he could not honestly cope with the
whole area. If the Premier will not re-
consider this position I will find it neces-
sary to move an amendment.

Mr. BRAND: It is realised that the
metropolitan area as such is represented,
inasmuch as quite & number of actual
representatives come from the metropoli-
tan area. However, it is not intended that
the metropolitan authority should be re-
presented. We have undertaken to give
some consideration to the development of
beaches, and the like, and that can he the
suhject of ancther discussion. But it is
the tourist resorts outside the metropolitan
area which require Government, assistance
and advice. It is outside the cities where
the tourists will travel, and in such places
as Albany, Bunbury, Geraldton, and others,
there is much work—construction and re-
construction—to do in the actual develop-
ment of those sites and resorts. There-
fore we feel that if the authority could
assist with the development of these places
outside the metropolitan areas, then it
would be a job well done.

The development of any attractions such
as the beaches and places ¢f scenic value
in the metropolitan area, could be the
subject of further consideration by the
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Government. As for representation of the
local tourist bureaus as I have stated be-
fore in this House, if it were to have
representatives from any one place, then
each area could claim it should be repre-
sented.

We do not intend to interfere with the
tourist bureaus. We intend that the
authority will keep in close contact and
further the work they are doing. As for
the local authorities—and it is the local
authorities which we propose to have
represented—the councils and road boards
outside the metropolitan area will be
represented by one man as a country local
authority representative. I hope that the
member for Albany will not move any
further amendment because I am sure
that he could achieve nothing by doing
s0.

Clause put and passed.

Clzuses 5 to 15 and Title put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

MUSEUM BILL
Council’s Amendments

Schedule of eight amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Commitiee
The Chairman of Commitices (Mr
Roberts) in the Chair; Mr. Waits
(Attorney-General) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendments
made by the Council are as follows:—
No. 1.

Clause 10, page 4, line 22—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
“and another member to be vice
chairman.”

No. 2.

Clause 10, page 4, line 24—To add
after the word “chairman® the words
;;01: vice chairman as the case may

e' r
No. 3.

Clause 10, page 4, line 26—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
',;or’ vice chairman as the case may

e.”

No. 4.

Clause 10, page 4, line 28—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
“or vice chairman.”

No. 5.

Clause 10, page 4, line 31—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
“or vice chairman.”

No. 8.

Clause 10, page 4, line 32—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
“or vice chairman.”

No. 7.

Clause 10, page 5, line I—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
“or vice chairman.” .
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No. 8.

Clause 10, page 5, line 2—To add
after the word “chairman” the words
“or vice chairman.”

Mr. WATTS: 1 move—
That the Council's amendments be
agreed to.

It will be remembered that when this
Bill was previously in Committee the
member for Warren raised a point as to
certain provision being made for the
position of vice-chairman of the board.
I agreed that the matter should be
examined; and that examination revealed
that, for clarity, it might be better to
have the amendments inserted. Accord-
ingly the amendments were prepared and
inserted in another place. The amend-
ments deal only with the words necessary
to clear up the position of the vice-
chairman and his appointment. It is my
desire that these amendments be agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendments agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returmed to the
Council.

House adjourned at 1.4 am. (Wednesday).
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (the Hon.
W. R. Hall) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Assent

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Bill,

QUESTION ON NOTICE
TRANSPORT BOARD
Restrictions North of the 26th Parallel

1. The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:
Will the Minister detail Trans-
port Board regulations and re-
strictions applicable to the area
north of the 26th parallel as at
the 17th March, 18597

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

The Transport Board in exercise
of its powers under the State
Transport Co-ordination Act has
exempted the transport of goods
within the area north of the 26th
parallel from the licensing pro-
visions of the Act. In respect
of such transport it therefore now
retains only its powers to act in
an advisory and investigatory
capacity,

The Transport Board still re-
tains its full jurisdiction as li-
censing advisory and investigat-
ing authority in respect of the
transport of passengers by omni-
bus and aircraft in the area.
The powers and duties of the
Transport Board are set out in
the State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Act and the transport regu-
lations, 1934, and the amend-
ments t.hereof.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by the Hon. J. M. Thomson,
leave of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to the Hon. L. C. Diver (Central)
on the ground of private business.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING

1. Art Gallery.
Returned to
amendments.

2. Judges' Salaries and Pensions Act
Amendment,

3. Traffic Act Amendment.
Passed.

FILLED MILK BILIL
Report

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [4.40]: I move—
That the report of the Committee be
adopted.

the Assembly with



